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. « « Grootings once again to all the saints and our fricnds who are in
tunc with Tho Mission Trail of Guthrie, Oklahoma. Wo are indeed gratoful to
God for thc privilege to be back with you for anothor short visit in your home
or automobilc as you drive along tho highway. uo arc also gratcful to thoso
who help to make this visit possible from timo to time. Surcly we should take
advantagc of theo opportunitics to do our best for the causc of God bofore the
door is forcover closod upon us.

For your considcration at this time, I have choscn a verso found in Joshua
24:15. Lot me read a part of this verse to you, "Choosc yc this day whom yo
will scervo."

Now those words wore spokon by Joshua when he had almost roachod the ond
of a very profitablec 1lifc of scrvico and devotion to God and thc Hebrow nation
which lastod for 110 ycars. Sce Joshua 24:29.

Jéshua recountod tho oxpericnecs through which God had led thom. This
included tho deliverance from the Egyptians, the passage through the Red Sea,
the victory over their oncmics in Joricho, ond all of the other foos which
dwelt in this land of promisc which was given into their hands. Joshua also
ealled thoir attontion to th> words of the Lord as rccorded in Joshua 24:13.

"And I have given you a land for which ye did not labor, and citics which
yo built not, and yc dwell in thom: of the vincyards and olive yards which yo
planted not do yo cat.”

Now this brought thesc pooplc face to face with a decision which was ro-
quired of them: '"Choosc ye this day whom yo will scrve.® The wonderful privie
lege of choicc was offercd to thom at this time.

We arc often called upon to make cortain choices in lifc beginning from
early days of childhood all the way through our growing yoars into manhood and
down into the goldon years of old agc.

Beforo we werc able to choosc for oursclves, others choosc for us--the blue
or pink baby clothes which our paronts so fondly placcd upon us as they watched
our overy smilc or frown--thc type of food was carcfully sclocted which would
furnish nourishment for thosc young, growing bodies, but after awhile the child
is no longer satisficd to have others choose for him. He wants the toys of
his own choosing. He picks out the colors which suit him best, and so before
long, this child is offcred the opportunity to "Choosc ye this day" the type of
frionds with whom he shall associate, the places of amuscment which he shall
attond, the amount of cducation he wants, the companion which suits his fancy,
thoe kind of work, if any, which he shall do, ths typc of housc in which hc shall
live, and most important of all, the choiec ef whethor or not he shall seck to
sorve God or turn away to follow the pleasurcs of this lifc, and finally, if he
has not beon very carcful to provide for the arrangements to be made after his
short 1ifc is over, his fricnds or relatives will soloet the shroud in which
they desirs to scc the last glimpsc of thoir loved ono 2s ho is laid to rost
bencath tho sod.
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So you sce, my ‘ricnds, thore arc many choicts to be made in life, How-
over, some things ~ro of small importonce, yot othors are vital to oach one of
us. In Isaiah, chaptor 55, vorscs 6 and 7, we read: "Scok yo the Lord while
ho may be found, call yc upon him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his
thoughts: and lct him roturn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Now, somc decisions of choice may be delayed for awhile and somctimes
indefinctely, but herc is one choice which is paromount and of vital importancel!
It is only thosc who have little rogard for their spiritual welfarc who are
willing to delay thoir choice to scok God. This verse which I have just rcad
says to: "Seck yc thc Lord whilc he may be found."

This indicatos to mo that theoro comcs a time when it is too late to sock
him. Thon, too, hc only promiscs to reward those who scck him. God is certaine
1y under no obligation to reward us if we put forth no cffort to seek Him,

Now, specaking of choiccs being forced upon us, and their urgeney being of
vital importanco, allow mc to toll you of a choice which I once had to make and
make in a hurry. Therc was very little time to make sure we werce making the
right choico!

A numbcr of years ago, my son, who was at that time about 7 or 8 years old,
and I had beon having considorable sport with some fishing lines which we baited
and dropped into the river from a railroad bridge not far from town. The ono
end of the linc was fastcned sceurcly to the bridge and woe made regular checks
at lcast twice a day or morc to sce what eatches, if any, we had made.

On onc particular occasion after dark, I, accompanied by my wife and childw
ren, stopped my car ncar this bridge while my son and I walked the railroad
tics out on the bridge to check the fishing lines and reset thom for the night.
This bridge must have been several hundred foot in length, and wo were approxie
mately half way or morc across it while caring for thoso lines. Not remembering
the exact words which werc spoken on this unforgcttable oxporience, plesasc allow
me to add my oun dialogus hore,

"Daddy, I think I hoar a train coming," oxclaimcd my son.

"No, son, that train is not on this track. It is on the main line over
there coming into town," I oxplaincd, assuring him that not many trains traveled
this linc, and that rather infrequently.

So wo prococded to busy ourselvos with putting live minnows on the hooks
and dropping them again into the river while the train rumbled down the main
track in the distance, soon to be no longer heard.

Now, above the trce tops I had noticed a glow of light which sccmed a
little unusually bright, but ondeavorcd to dismiss it as being of no importance,
but beforc long when I looked up again, there was no mistake but what a freight
train was bearing down upon us from around the curve. The refloction from tho
hecadlight of the cngine beeams even more and morc apparent as it shone from bo-
hind the treces.

"Oh, Willic!" I cricd, "I beligve that's a& train coming!”




This made matters worse, for my son bocame very cxeited as well as mysclf,
and I was faced with a deeision to make: Shall we try to make it back to the
side of the bridgs where my family was? and facing the oncoming train at that.
Or shall we try to drop off onto one of the picrs ncarby which supported tho
bridgo while my family waitod in suspense? And shall we leavo the bucket of
minnows on the bridge which might arousc suspicion of the train crow?

I quickly made tho choice to take all ond abandon tho bridge as quickly
as possible, so with a firm grip on my son's hand we walked the crosstics toward
the oncoming train to safoty whore we waited while the train rumbled by in the
darkness of the night!

Fricnds, you have a choiec to make. Sh2ll you give your hoart and life to
God while you have the opvortunity, or shall you wait until it is too late?

Lot us pray.

Our Gracious Hoavenly father,

We pray for thosc out in radio land who arc tuned to this broad.-
cast. No doubt somc arc hesitating to take the way of the eross. e
pray that you would give them courage to make onc final deeision and
say one eternal yos to thy will, for Christ's sakc., Amen.

And, now, fricnds, as you pondor this thought »nd make your doeision, let
me road this versc in Ecclesiastes the 12th chapter and tho first verse. "Re-
member now thy Croator in tho days of thy youth, while the eovil days coms not,
nor the y»ars draw nigh, when thou shelt say, I have no pleasurc in them;

Thon notiec the 13th and 14th verses of the same chapter. "Let us hear tho
conclusion of the wholc mattcr: Foar God, .nd koeop his commandments: for this
is the whole duty of mon., For God shall bring overy work into judgment, with
every sccret thing, whethor it bo good, or whothar it be owil."

Mey tho Lord holp cach one to mak. their decision and make it for God. Hore
is Frances with a few oxcorpts from the lettor exchange today.

I am glad to bc with you again. I have two intoresting letters I am going
to read.

From Missouri: Dear Bro. willic and family, Greetings of Christian love.
I have listonecd to most of your messages since you started., I have enjoyed thom
2ll and thankful that thc gosnel is being preached to morc souls., Trust God to
bless you and your offorts to the salvation of many precious souls.

From Oklohoma: Dear Sister Frances and Brother Willic: UWe send groetings
of love to you in the Lord. o are thankful this morning for the many blessings
he bestows upon us each day. ve appreciate more and more his love he had for
us oven before we were born in the world, he made a way where we could be saved
from our life of sin and be able to cnjoy living for him--froe from sin right
down herc in this present world. Thank the dear Lord. we wanted to tell you
that we enjoy your program and look forward to it cach Friday night., Hore is
a little offering to help with the broadecast.

Thank the Lord for those intcresting and cncouraging lettors.
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Now, before we leave the air, I want to tell you thoet if you would like a
copy of today's mossage in typowritton form, you mry have one froe of charge by
requesting message number 4265, Addross all corrcsnondence to The Mission Trail,
Guthric, Oklahoma.

Now until noxt Friday night, this is your speaker Willie Murphoy and Frances

saying: liay God bless you wherever you mey be and a plsasant Good night!



