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. It is a real pleasure to be coming to all the listeners of radio station
XEG with another gospel message. This is THE MISSION TRAIL broadcast of
Guthrie, Oklahoma, and your speaker is Willie Murphey. We want to tell you
that we deeply appreciate the interest which you have shown in this gospel mes-
sage and your letters of encouragement and tokens of support are deeply ap-
preciated. We trust the Lord will richly reward each one of you as you help us
to get this message forth each week.

Consider this scripture in Matthew, 18th chapter, and beginning at the 2nd
verse, 'And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of
them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, Whosoever there-

fore shall humble himself

AS THIS LITTLE CHILD

the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven., And whoso shall receive one
such little child in my name receiveth
me. But whoso shall offend one of these
little ones which believe in me, it were
better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, andthathe were
drowned in the depth of the sea,"

Today I would like to speak to you
concerning the children of God. Just
as children in their natural state look
to their parents for their guidance and
leadership, even so I believe that God
desires us as his children to look to
him that we may be guided in all of our
affairs of life. Jesus himself took the
children up in his arms and blessed
them, and when others complained
about this, he gave them these lessons
which are so valuable to us and to ex-
plain to them that they must become
as a little child to enter into the king-
dom of God.

Also I would like to call your atten-
tion to the fact that one of our great
presidents, Abraham Lincoln, was a
great lover of children. He was often
known to talk to them and speak words
of encouragement to them, in fact, he
had some children of his own. Two of
them especially were of great interest
to him, These were his sons Willie
and Thomas, of course, Thomas was
often called Tad. And to bring out the
thought a little better, I am going to
quote to you some from 'The Life of
Lincoln'" by Tarbell. Notice this de-
scription here of his love for children.

"The protecting sympathy and ten-
derness the President extended to all
children became a passionate affection
for his own, Willie and Tadhadalways
been privileged beings at the White
House, and their pranks and compan-
ionship undoubtedly did much torelieve
the tremendous strain the President
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was suffering. Many visitors who saw
him with the lads at this period have
recorded their impressions: - - how
keenly he enjoyed the children; how
indulgent and affectionate he was with
them. Again and again he related their
sayings, sometimes even to grave
delegations. "

Now don't you see how the President
enjoyed these children? It is almost
typical of the way Christ took the chil-
dren up in his arms and blessed them.
But on the other hand, don't you know
that God uses children to sometimes
point out even to great men their need
for him, and this is exactly what hap-
pened in the life of President Lincoln,

Notice again as I quote.

"When both the children fell ill; when
he saw them suffering, and when itbe-
came evident, as it finally did, that
Willie, the elder of the two, woulddie,
the President's anguish was intense,
He would slip away from visitors and
Cabinet at every opportunity, to go to
the sick room, and during the lastfour
or five days of Willie's life, when the
child was suffering terribly and lay in
an unbroken delirium, Mr, Lincoln
shared with the nurse the nightly vigils
at the bedside. When Willie finally
died, on February 20, the President
was so prostrated that it was fearedby
many of his friends that he would suc-
cumb entirely to his grief.

"There is ample evidence that in
this crushing griefthe President sought
earnestly to find what consolation the
Christian religion might have for him,
It was the first experience of his life,
so far as we know, which drove him to
look outside of his own mind and heart
for help to endure a personal grief. It
was the first time in his life when he
had not been sufficient for his own ex-
perience, "

Now as you may recall in some of
the earlier experiences of Abraham
Lincoln, he had somewhat lost interest
in the spiritual things of modern re-
ligion of that daybecause he recognized
some of them as not being exactly as
they should be, and even so in our day,
perhaps; there are just reasons for us
to feel that things are not conducted in
the way which God would have this done,
especially in many of the so called
churches of today, but this does not
alter the fact that truereligionisbased
upon the Bible and is not cornered up
in some special part of the earth, but
it is free and open for all toreceive its
truths when they accept the word of God
and become one of God's little children.

Now as Abraham Lincoln realized
his need of a personal God even greater
than perhaps before, at this time of
grief, and as the strain of national
emergencies pressed in upon him, I
want you to know that in August of 1861
he issued a proclamation for anational
fast day which is most impressive for
its reverential spirit., Think of it,
friends, a president of the United States
issuinga national fast day proclamation.
Let me read a little of this proclama-
tion to you.

"Whereas it is fit and becoming in
all people, at alltimes, toacknowledge
and revere the supreme government of
God; to bow in humble submission to
His chastisements; to confess and de-
plore their sins and transgressions,
in the full conviction that the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
and to pray with all fervency and con-
trition for the pardon of their past of-
fenses, and for a blessing upon their
present and prospective action: '

""And whereas when our ownbeloved
country, once, by the blessing of God,
united, prosperous, and happy, is now
afflicted with faction and civil war, it
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is peculiarly fit for us to recognize the
hand of God in this terrible visitation,
and in sorrowful remembrance of our
own faults and crimes as a nation, and
as individuals, to humble ourselves
before Him and to pray for His mercy--
to pray that we may be spared further
punishment, though most justly de-
served, "

Think of it, friends, aproclamation
by the President of the United States
for a national fast day. Now just as
this was the case in Lincoln's day, even
more so are our troubles pressing us
on every hand today, We must accept
the gospel as a little child and believe
the word of God if we would be saved
from national disaster and from per-
‘sonal tragedy which is so prevalent in
the land today, but a little more quo-
tation here from this'book about Lincoln.

"But it is not until after the death of
his son that we begin to find evidence
that Mr. Lincolnwas makinga personal
test of Christianity, Broken by his
anxiety for the country, wounded nigh
to death by his loss, he felt that he must
have a support outside of himself; that
from some source he must draw new
courage. Could he find the help he
needed in the Christian faith? From
this time on he was seen often with the
Bible in his hand, and he is known to
have prayed frequently. His personal
relation to God occupied his mind much,
He was deeply concerned to know, as
he told a visiting delegation once, not
whether the Lord was on his side, but
whether he was on the Lord's side.
Henceforth, one of the most real in-
fluences in Abraham Lincoln's life and
conduct is his dependence upon a per-
sonal God."

End of quote,

Friends, let us spend a moment in
prayer,

Our gracious Father,

Take the words of the message to-
day and bear them to the hearts of the
nation. Bear them to the rulers ofour
government and to the individuals per-
sonally, May they feel their need of a
personal experience with Thee, the
true and living God. Bless each one
who hears the broadcast tonight, and
to thee we will give the praise, for we
ask it in the name of Christ our Saviour.,
Amen

Here now is a song for you, ''Con-
stantly Abiding'" as sung by Bob and
Dorall Forbes, Randall Flynn and
Melvin Doolittle, :

This message has been brought to
youby THE MISSION TRAIL of Guthrie,
Oklahoma, If you would like to have a
printed copy free of charge, you may
have oune by simply sending us your
request, If you have enjoyed the mes-
sage, we would appreciate a letter from
you. Until next Friday night at 10:45
this is Willie Murphey saying may the
Lord's richest blessings be yours and
a very pleasant goodnight! '

ceQ-=
GOD'S CREATION

"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new.'" II Cor. 5:17

When we get saved we become a child
of God, and He gives us a new life for
our old life, When we receive this
new life, we no longer desire to do the
things which we once took delight in
doing., The things which pleased us
then no longer have any place in our
life for they have all passed away., In-
stead of these things, we now desire
to do things which we would not have
thought of doing before, and the things
which now please us give us greater
joy than the others ever did, --K. M,
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AT PRESS TIME WE UNDERSTAND THAT:

We have been enjoying the National
campmeeting at Monark Springs this
week. The attendance has been good
with many states being represented.
Many profitable scriptures and thoughts
are being presented in the sermons.
A very interesting thing to see was Sis.
Edith Cole as she translated the mes-
sages into Spanish for Bro. Tomas
Mendoza and his wife Diama who came
with their family from Mexico. Ramona
Esquer from Rosarito was also present,
Edith spoke softly into a microphone
while sitting in the audience with these
dear ones from Mexico who thus heard
the word of God in their own language
through headphones.

5 g —om
Brother Darius Gibson who has been
steadily gaining strength mentioned
that God spoke to him and said: '"When
I choose to take a manor a woman down
to the potter's house, it is no time
wasted. "

.
Marvelous healings were witnessed by
God's people. Bro. Charles Smith who
had been unconscious and near death's
door was raisedup. Jimmie McMillian
who was seriously injured in an auto
accident a few days ago attended some
services and gave his testimony.
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Bro. and Sis. Samons anticipate their
next meeting to begin about August 7,
in Spruce Pine, North Carolina., Their
mailing address will be General De-
livery. Please remember these tent
meetings this summer inyour prayers.

——O=-
It was a pleasure to see a number of
new facesonthe campgrounds this year.
We hope that not only they, but those
who have attended for many years will
go home feeling that the time and effort
was well spent in a very profitable
manner,

-=0--=
The Oklahoma campmeeting will be
held in Guthrie beginning August 5.
The chapel is located on the corner of
Sixth Street and Warner.

ey o
Since resigning our work with the Okla.
Pub. Co. we are eagerly looking for-
ward to spending more time in the work
of the Lord both in evangelistic serv-
ices and inaccomplishing the necessary
work to maintain our weekly schedule
for the broadcast and printing The
Mission Trail. If you are not on our
mailing list and would like to be, send
us your name and address. There is
no obligation. Pray for us as we pray
for you.
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