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. A very pleasant greeting to all the listeners of radio station XEG, This

is THE MISSION TRAIL broadcast of Guthrie,

Oklahoma, and your speaker is

Willie Murphey coming to you once again with our weekly gospel message. We
do say a very personal and hearty ''thank you'" to those from whom we have heard

recently who help us to keep this gospel message on the air.

May God reward

each of you in his own special way that we may continue to spread the gospel

throughout the world.

May we remind any new listeners to the broadcast that we print this message

and mail it free of charge to those who request it,

- added to our mailing list,
desire., Address it to:

So if you would like your name

just write a card or letter and let us know of your
The Mission Trail, Guthrie, Oklahoma.

The Bible text which I have for our lesson today may be a little somewhat

different from that which you usually hear on a broadcast of this type.
a scripture and, I feel, a very important one.

verse 20, we read:

-But it is

From Isaiah, chapter 28, and

"o .THE BED IS SHORTER than that a man can stretch himself on it:

and the covering narrower than that he
- can wrap himself in it, "

I shall endeavor to explain this
scripture now in the light of other texts
contained in the Bible. First let us
consider it from a natural standpoint.

I remember a personal experience
which a group of us had while traveling
through the mountains a number of
years ago. It was in the month of
March, in fact, it wasthe 17th of March.
Normally at this time of year the
weather has warmed up somewhat, and
one should not expect too much diffi-
culty from icy roads and snow. But on
this particular occasion as we were
driving up the Continental Divide in
‘New Mexico where the altitude becomes

higher and higher, we began to meet
cars which showed some signs of having
been in the snow.

And sure enough before long we be-
gan to encounter snow ourselves. The
further we went, the worse it became
until soon we were in a blinding snow
storm, bearly able to detect the road.
Now on a straight level road this is bad
enough, but in the winding mountains 1t
was much worse.

When we finally reached a small
town and inquired about a cabinin which
we might spend the night, we were in-
formed that the cabins were pretty well
filled already. Finallyasalastresort,
we were referred to a place where
some cabins might be available which
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were normally usedfor hunters to camp
in during certain seasons of the year.
We considered ourselves very fortunate
after the man had opened up one of
these small houses, startedthe heating
stove to going, and made provisions
for us to spend the night,

Now we did spend 'the night without
any great discomfort, but, I tell you
this to bring out further the thought
which I have in mind.
pleasant it would have been in such
extreme weather if we should have been
given ‘a bed which was " too short to
stretch on, : -

Friends, did you ever try tostretch

on a cot or ' a bed which was so short

that you had to'double up your knees to
lie down? - Then to add to your discom-

fort, suppose you had a quilt orblanket
too narrow and short, but you triedto
pull it down'to cover your feet, Having

done this, you would then find your
shoulders exposed to the cold., After
a little bit, perhaps you would decide,
"Well, this will never do'. So you
would pull the quilt up around your
shoulders. Then whathappens? There
are your feet and legs sticking out in
the cold. ‘

After a few hours of such uncom-
fortable sleeping, you might do what I
once did when sleeping on a cot in
Missouri one night in a tent, It be-
came so cold that I got up and put on
my clothes and then went back to my
cot to rest, but I will assure you that I
was glad when mormng came,

Let us take the natural and apply it
to the spiritual conditions which exists
in the lives of many people. There
are those who feel the need of turning
away from their sinful habits and cus-
toms of life, . They.really desire to ' be
‘clothed with the righteousness of God,
But instead they seek an easy way,

. experienced any change of heart.

Think how un-'

hoping to find peace in their hearts by
joining some man-made organization.
This they do by merely professing to
believe in God or offering to pay cer-
tain dues. Then they are admitted into
one of the many so called churches of
our modern day, having never really
For
many people this seems to work fairly
well for a while, but intime of adversity
or trial or afflictions, they never seem
to find the lasting peace and joyin thelr

" religion which the Bible teaches.

In other words, they are endeavoring
to stretch themselves upon a bed which
is too short, and they are trying to
cover with a form of religion which is
entirely too narrow for their comfort.

Listen to the reading of this scrip-
ture from Psalms, chapter 32 and be-
ginning with versel, Iquote: '"Blessed
is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the
man unto whom the Lord imputeth-not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is
no guile, "

Now I want to assure you that those
who are genuinely and truly converted
after they have repented have a reason
to be happy, for this scripture said,
'""Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered." This
does not mean their sin is barely or
partially covered, but it means that
one is completely forgiven and pardoned
and set free to goontheir way rejoicing.

I am of the firm opinion when such
a transaction takes place in one's life,
he is fully aware that there has been a
change made, that he knows when and
where this change takes place, And'it
is not like someone trying to stretch
upon a cot which is too short for his
comfort or like one trying to pull the
cover over his feet but then his shoulders
are left exposed.
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My advice to all who hear this mes-
sage is to be certain that you have made
your callmg and election sure. Other-
wise you might come face to face with
the solemn realities of life, and there
find that you have ounly been thinly pro-
tected with a shallow profession without
a heart-felt change in your life,

I am reminded of some poetry which
I learned many years ago. This was
written by William Cullen Bryant in
his teens who was a very early Ameri-
can writer. It says:

"'So 11ve that whenthy summons comes
to join

The innumerable caraven, which moves

To that mysterious realm where each

‘shall take

His chamber in the silent halls of
death,

Thou go not, like the quarry slave at

‘night,
Scourged to his dungeon but, sustained
~and soothed

By an unfaltermg trust, approach thy
grave,
Like one who wraps the drapery of his
couch
About him, and Iies down to pleasant
dreams, "
Friends, the thing whichIam talking

about is this: real genuine heart-felt,
born-again assurance comes only by
the word and the spirit of God, It will
not only give you assurance in life, but
it will provide comfort and strength
when you walk through the valley of the
shadow of death,

If there should be one listeningto this
broadcast tonight who is seeking the
road to heaven by a short cut, we hope
that this will be the turning point in
your life and that from here onyouwill
not try to rest upon a bed which is too
short or endeavor to cover with ablanket
which is too narrow.
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If we have been the means of helping
you find the pathway of right amidst
much confusion, we would be most
happy to hear from you. You may
address your letter to usthis way: The
Mission Trail, Guthrie, Oklahorna

Let us spend a moment in prayer.

Our Father,

We are reminded of the scrlpture
which saysthere isa way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end-thereof
are the ways of death. We pray that if
there should be one listening to this
broadcast tonight who is lostinthe fogs
of confusion, that you would be pleased
to let the true light from heavenillumi-
nate their hearts and cause that the
word of truth may spring up and grow,
which will not only be a blessing to
others, but an anchor to them in the
time of storm, and to thee we'll give
the praise through Christ our Saviour.
Amen

Listen now to the song entitled, "I
Saw Him There" as sung by Kenneth
and Lois Abbott,

This message has been brought to
youby THE MISSION TRAIL of Guthrie,
Oklahoma, If you would like a printed
copy free of charge, you may have one
by simply sending us your request.
And now until next Friday nightat10:45
this is Willie Murphey saying may God's
richest blessings be yours and a very
pleasant goodnight!

——Q-=

_ MOMENT BY MOMENT
Never a trial that He is not there;
Never a burden that He doth not bear;
Never a sorrow that He doth not share.
Moment by moment I'm under his care,
Never a heart-ache and never a groan,
Never a tear-drop, and never a moan,
Never a danger but there, onthe throne,
Moment by moment He thinks of his own,

' --Selected
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AT PRESS TIME WE UNDERSTAND THAT:

You are reminded of all day services
to be held on the second Sunday of
October in the following locations.
One is in Shreveport, Louisiana and
the other is in Dayton, Ohio. If you
live near one of these locations, plan
to spend the day with God's people and
enjoy their fellowship as you partake
of the spiritual andtemporalblessings.
Bro. C. C. Carver is the pastor of the
Shreveport congregation, and Bro.
William McCoy is pastor at Dayton,
G ==
Special morning and afternoon serv-
ices are to be held on September 25, in
Enid, Oklahoma, and Neosho, Missouri,
LI S

Another second Sunday announcement:
Dear Bro., Willie and family, Greet-
ings of love in the name of a wonderful
Saviour, Jesus Christ. We reportvic-
tory today and mean to keep it that way.
We appreciate your labors of love in
your radio broadcast.
the truth, our prayers are behind you,
We want to announce our all day serv-
ice onthe second Sunday of every month,
We send a warm welcome to anyone who
wishes to come and be with us, Yours
in the service of the Master, Bro.
Donald W. Sharpand family, 114 W. 2nd,
Coffeyville, Kansas. '

Keep sounding

Congratulations to Robert and Anna
Christmap on the birth of their daughter
Carla Ann on September 12.

iy TE
It was a pleasure to have Randall and
June Flynn with their family in our
home for anoonday meal on Wednesday,
September 21. Randall and June live
in Southern Louisiana.

S =
Special prayer is requested for Bro.
Clarence Fry of Nowata, Oklahoma,
who is afflicted, and also Bro. Dallas
Flynn of Loranger, Louisiana who is
in poor health.,

iy =
Our cost of operation for the Mission
Trail continues to rise as more and
more names are added to our mailing
list. Since we have no subscription
price but mail the copies free of charge,
it is sometimes difficult for us to know
whether all of those receiving these
messages desire to have them continued
Therefore, if your name is includedon
our mailing list and it is not your de-
sire to have your copy continued each
week, please let us know at once that
we may discontinue mailing to you.
And if you do enjoy your copy of The
Mission Trail, we would appreciate it
if you let us know about it.




