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. A cheerful greeting to all the listeners of radio station XEG. We hope
that each of you are well and happy tonight wherever you may be hearing this
broadcast., This is Willie Murphey coming to you againwith another gospel mes-
sage for our weekly visit.

In case you should desire to write us, address your correspoundence to THE
MISSION TRAIL, Guthrie, Oklahoma. We appreciate those who have been help-
ing us to make this program possible each week. This broadcast tonight begins
our third year on radio station XEG.

Consider now the text found in Genesis 13, verses 12 and 13. '"Abram dwelled
in the land of Canan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and

PITCHED HIS TENT TOWARD SODOM.

But the men of Sodom were wicked and wilt take the left hand, then I will goto
sinners before the Lord exceedingly.' the right; or if thou depart to the right
hand, then I will go to the left.
Now in the book of Genesis we read
the story of how God called Abram "And Lot lifted up his eyes, andbe-
from among his people with the promise held all the plain of Jordan, that it was
which God gave him that he would make well watered everywhere, before the
of him a great nation. Along with Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah,
Abram went Lot, his nephew. Things even as the garden of the Lord, like
went well with them, and no doubt, Lot unto the land of Egypt, as thou comest
received many blessings just because unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him all
he accompanied Abram upon the jour- the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed
ney which God called him to make, but east: and they separated themselves
as time went on, their flocksandherds the one from the other, "
were increased, and it seemed as if a
separation became necessary to keep You see, Lot chose to pitch his tent
peace among their herdsmen. in the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah
because it was a well watered valley,
Abram gave Lot the choice of the and the grass for his cattle was more
land. Listen to what Abram said when plentiful. But here is what Lot found:
he made this very liberal offer to his Sodom was a wicked place and the peo-

S nephew Lot. In Genesis 13 and begin- ple were steepedin sinandfilthy habits.
ning with verse 9 we read: 'Is not the Sodom is often used as a symbol of
whole land before thee? separate thy- unrighteousness. The people in that

self, I pray thee, from me: if thou city were exceedingly wicked.
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Now, of course, I believe that Lot
had a desire to do right, but friends, I
want to point out to you that sometimes
it is a little hard for one to hold their
standard of living where it should be
when they are surroundedoneveryhand
by those who have completely thrown
away their self-respect and morals,

Let me show you what Lot lost by
the choice he made. He lostthe spirit-
ual environment of his uncle Abram; he
saw his family choose the ways of the
Sodomites, and ultimately he lost his
possessions, his wife, and, infact, had
it not been for the pleading of Abram
with the angel of God, it is possible
that Lot might have been destroyed
with the city. ‘

Friends, let us bring this applica-
tion a little nearer home., We are liv-
ing in a time and age of much wicked-
ness. Many people seem to have for-
gotten God. They seem to have forgotten
the ancient landmarks which their
fathers have left, We are presently
surrounded by people who spend their
time and money upon the habits of life
which are folly.

Take for instance the use of tobacco.
We understand from a report in Reader's
Digest of November 1966 that the tobacco
industry spends 240 million dollars
each year for advertising alone. Ima-
gine this, if you can, my friend, If
240 million dollars is spent for ad-
vertising, thinkofthe tremendous sales
which would have to be made ontobacco
to pay such an advertising bill,

Then, there's another evil which is
a plague to any nation. And that is the
use of alcoholic beverages, in other
words, beer, wine and wiskey., Results
of this habit which so skillfully finds
its way into homes of every class are
staggering. Our highways are strewn
with wrecks and the bodies of those

who are killed by drinking drivers.
Then there is the use of tranquilizers,
pills, and narcotics which are becom-
ing more widely used by the boys and
girls of school age and men and women
in many walks of life,

Then, would you not say, that many
today are pitching their tent more and
more toward Sodom. We are plainly
told in the scriptures that in the last
days iniquity shall abound and because
of this fact, the love of many shall wax
cold. In other words, many will de-
part from the truth and be overcome
by the wickedness which is so prevalent,

But here is a cheering thought: you
have the power of choice. God has
granted to us the privilege to choose
which way we shall go in life. If you
want to avoid living in Sodom, then I
would say, do not pitch your tent in
that direction, If it is your choice to
live a sober andrighteous life and avoid
the dangers of alcohol, tobacco, and
other evils, then refrain from their
use before theyfastenthemselves about
your life and become a part of you.

Yes, it may appear to an individual
that the use of these habits will bring
pleasure and delight, but I want to tell
you that the road which you will travel
is the downward road, The pathofevil
is always down. ’

Another thing which might be of im-
portance to those of you who are parents:
remember, you are setting anexample
for your children to follow. Are you
willing for your children to live as you
live? Are you setting before them an
example which you would be pleased
for them to follow? Live in such a
manner that you will not be ashamed
for your sons and your daughters to
live as you live, to walk as you walk,
and to speak the words which theyhear
you speak., Remember, righteousness
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exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people.

Listen now to the poem entitled:

Some Things I Saw Enroute
By Ulysses S. Phillips

I've traveled through this land a bit,
O'er valleys, plains, and hills;

I've seen a lot of sights and things,
And I've had several thrills,

I have been to Tallahassee,

And Cincinnati, too,

I've crossed the Rocky Mountains,
And scanned the ocean blue,

I went through Tucumecari,
And crossed the desert sand,
I've seen storms and cyclones
Sweeping  through the land,

I've seen a few skyscrapers,
Been in a wreck or two;

I've seen dying mothers,
And weeping children, too,

Some things I saw and heard enroute
That made me heave a sigh,

Were fair young women cursing

By the name of God on high,

And by this they marred their beauty,
And spoiled their once good name--
Disrespecting the Creator

By taking his name in vain,

Oh, Marjorie! Stop your cursing,
You, Susie, Jane and Ann;

For on your linguolistics

God surely placed a ban,

It is awfully depressing

To hear a woman 'cuss',

Or see her smoking cigarettes,
And raising a lot of fuss,

She's supposed to be a lily,
Or a star to guide us right;

But when she stoops to cursing,
It is sure an awful sight.

No nation rises higher

Than the women in its land;
So, girls, against all cursing
You should boldly take a stand.

The Creator has one standard

For the women and the men;

All those whose hearts are right with God
Abstain from the cursing sin.

A bobbed-haired, cursing Annie
And a swearing Marjorie,
And a blue-streak talking Fannie
Is a bit too much for me.

The Bible warns against it

In a holy, solemn strain;
And all will be held guilty
Who take God's name in vain.

You'd better stop your cursing,
Rosa Lee, and Mary Ann;
Because in that great morning
Before God you must stand

And answer for your conduct,
And bear what he will say

To all ye cursing women;
"Depart from me for aye."

Then you will go down crying;
No, not for beer nor rum;
But for a drop of water

To cool your cursing tongue,

Let us spend a moment in prayer.

Our Father,

As we lift up our eyes and look on
the fields, we are well aware that God
needs workers who will be true exam-
ples to those who are pitching their
tents toward Sodom, Give us wisdom,
understanding, and skill that we may
speak and act in such a manner that it
may cause thy name to be glorified
through Christ our Saviour. Amen
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Listen now to the song, ''Careless
Soul', as sung by the Carver quartet.

Friends, I hope that those of you
who hear this broadcast tonight will
take warning, and that when your turn
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comes to leave this world, you will not
go unprepared to meet God. Untilnext
Friday night at 10:45 this is Willie
Murphey saying may God's richest
blessings be yours each and everyone
and a very pleasant goodnight!
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AT PRESS TIME WE UNDERSTAND THAT:

From California: ''Dear Bro. Willie
and family, Greetings in the name of
our dear Redeemer. We enjoy getting
the little Mission Trail paper--ounly
regret that we are unable to hear the
broadcasts. Continue to remember
Virginia as she is still much afflicted
and suffers much of the time, but our
trust is in God, and we are looking to
him for complete victory. May God
bless you in your labors for Him and
may this year be the best ever for

getting the gozpel to the lost. With
Christianlove,' --Barneyand Virginia
Wittenborn and family

——O—-—

From Oklahoma: ''Dear Brother Willie
and family, Greetings in the name of
our dear Saviour who has done so much
for us. I do enjoy The Mission Trail
so much and find so much encourage-
ment in it. . . am sending you a small
gift to use onyour broadcast. Remem-
ber me inyour prayers. With Christian
love, " --Sarah Hoffman
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From Tennessee: '. . . A friendgave
me a Mission Trail paper. I enjoy
reading it. Would like to receive it
myself. . . " --Mrs. Frank Godfrey

S
Urgent prayer is requested for: Dennis
Beisly, Oscar Williamson, Sam Barton,
Charley Barber, Glen Ransom.

- |
All day services are announced at the
Green Pastures, Oklahoma chapel for
each fifth Sunday beginning January 29,
with dinner provided. You are cor-
dially invited. For further informa-
tion contact Bro. E. W. Sanders or
Sister Bernice Carter, Secretary,
Route 2, Box 529, Speuncer, OCklahoma.

i
From Texas: ''Dear Bro. Murphey,
I heard your program on my radio last
night, and I received a blessing from
it. . . The songs were just what Ineeded
I am a cripple from arthritis. . . I
haven't been able to go to church in 2
years. . . --Mrs. Edith Tiemann
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