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""And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the
forepart stuckfast, and remained unmovable, but the hinder part was broken with
the violence of the waves. And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners,

lestany of them should swim out, and escape.

But the centurion, willing to save

Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim
should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land: And the rest, some

on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship.

And so it came to pass, that

they escaped all safe to land.' Acts 27:41-44.

Good morning, friends. Did you ever
stop to think that sooner or later, in
one way or another, we all face ship-
wreck? Life is not easy. There are
many types of shipwreck. There are
shipwrecks of health. Shipwreck is
sometimes made of the home, marriage
or in the training of children. There
are educational shipwrecks. These
desperate trials, commonas life itself,
areallaboutus. Two courses are open
'to us--we can sink ''without trace'' or
we can look around for a way out. The
mostfortunate thing which could happen
tooneineuch circumstances, would be
to find God's way. God has a way of
providing for his trusting children when
tothem there seems to be no way at all.
But one of the worst things to happen
to a person is to make shipwreck of
faith.,

In 1 Tim. 1:19 we find these words:
'""Holding faith, and a good conscience;
which some having put away concerning
faith have made shipwreck:'" Wouldn't
you regret it if you made shipwreck of
your faith?

In a recent prayer meeting one told of
how the waters were made to stand back
by the power of the Lord in order for
the children of Israel to.pass over the
Jordan on dry land. But the question
was asked: How many of us would be
brave enough to commit ourselves to
pass over with the water standing up
in a wall on either side? Some would
be too fearful to do that! So I say, the
important thing is to find God's way and
then go that way !

A good example of one who could have
easily been shipwrecked once and for
all eternity was the beloved man Job.
Whatwouldhave happenedto his history
if he had failed to take God's way? Do
yousuppose we would be reading of his
patience whichhas been such a blessing
tothousands? No, Iamafraid not. But
he said: ''Naked came I out of my
mother's womb, and naked shall I re-
turn thither; the Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord. Inall this Job sinned
not, nor charged God fooligshly.'" Job
1:21-~22.
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Friends, if you are having problems in
life let me suggest something: Face
all the facts calmly and bravely to see
whatcanbe done about them. Nothing?
Probably it isn't quite so bad as that;
but if it is, learn the lesson that mil-
lions have already learned: that what
can't be cured can be endured by the
grace of God. Let us learn the lesson
of thecross. Itwas a victorious Christ
who endured the pains from which his
body did not escape. But he gained the
victory through the power of God even
in one of the darkesthoursin the history
of the world.

Do you wonder how 'ignorant and un-
learned men'' could write such state-
mentsas: '"'Inhim was life; and the life
was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not?'" The answer is
thatthey hadthe insight and power from
having been in contact with the son of
God. The man John who wrote this text
had beheld the light and received the life
of whichhe speaks. Lightis the symbol
of wisdom. The twoimportantelements
of wisdom we might say are foresight
and insight. Light is also a symbol of
happiness.

Did you know that Jesus really came to
bring light, joy and happiness to his
trusting children? Listen to these words
of His: '""Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will give it you. Hither-
to have ye asked nothing in my name:
ask, andye shall receive, that your joy
may be full." John 16:23-24. Andagain
inverse 33. ""These thingslhave spoken
unto you, thatin me ye mighthave peace.

In the world ye shall have tribulation:

but be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world.'" Instead of living in sin,
desperation and unhappiness why don't

youlift up your eyes to this light which

shines steadily above the dark muddle
of human existence? Don't forget that
passage of scripture which declares
"where there is no vision, the people
perish."

So I say ever since John the Baptist
come preaching the gospel of the king-
dom the gospel has been mixing the
leaven of joy into the dough of human
experience. For the past few weeks I
have spoken to you on this broadcast of
the leaven of Herod and the leaven of
the Pharisees. But let us not forget
thereisalso the leaven of the kingdom.

In Matt. 13:33 Jesus said: '"'Another
parable spake he unto them; The king-
dom of heavenislike unto leaven, which
a woman took, andhidinthree measures
of meal, till the whole was leavened. '
Inthis caseleavenis a symbol of some=~
thing good, and desirable, The kingdom
of heavenis something transplanted into
us. Thenimportant things really begin
tohappen. The kingdom of heavenworks
within us. It is a thing hidden in the
very heartof our nature. And now this
poem:

AGAINST A THORN
Once I heard a song of sweetness
As it cleft the morning air,
Sounding in its blessed completeness
Like a tender, pleading prayer;
And I sought to find the singer
Whence the wondrous song was borne,
And I found a bird, sore wounded,
Pinioned by a cruel thorn.

I have seen a soul in sadness,

While its wings with pain were furled,
Giving hope and cheer and gladness,
That should bless a weeping world;
And I knew that life of sweetness

Was of pain and sorrow born,

And a stricken soul was singing,

With its breast against a thorn.
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Ye are told of One who loved you,
Of a Savior crucified;

Ye are told of nails that pinioned
And a spear that pierced his side;
Ye are told of cruel scourging,
Of a Savior bearing scorn;

And he died for your salvation
With his brow against a thorn.

Shall we pray? Our Father, bless the
message as it goes into many homes
scattered throughout the nation. May
thy word bring deliverance and victory
to each soul. Should there be some
passing through the valley of the shadow
of death make for them a way of escape
even though it may seem only a small
boardamidst the shipwreck of many who
are floundering in despair and thine
shall be the praise through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Thank you, friends, for listening, If
we may be a help in some spiritual way
be sure to let us know. You may write
us by addressing yourletter to the Mis-
sion Trail, Guthrie, Oklahoma. Our
heartfelt thanks to those who help make
possible the broadcast from week to
week.

Here is a song ""After All",

The singersare Lynnand Arnett Carver,
Troy Gentry, and Edgar Martens.

Until we meet again, this is Willie

Murphey saying may Godbless and keep
you and a very cheerful Goodbye !

IT MAY
BE LATER
THAN YOU

THINK ! ! !

--Genesis 6:3

75eslimon tes

From Okla.: 'l am still savedandlook-

ing up to Jesus every day, am willing

togoallthe way with the Lord. I don't
mean to stop any shorter than Heaven.
These few lines, I hope they find you
doing the same.' --Sis. Lizzie Jordan

ceQ--

FromlIllinois: "Greetings of Christian
love toall the dear saints and servants
ofGod everywhere. Thegroundis cov-
ered with snow and very cold here in
Bement, Illinois, but I am happy, con-
tented and free. . . I would like for
you to pray for me. My eyes have
been so bad, but is a little better at
this writing. Then I have a very ur-
gent unspoken request for you to pray
with me about. . . I am living alone
and in my 81st year. . . I want to be
inmy own home as long as the Saviour
leaves me inthisworld. Iam so thank-
ful I know I am ready to go when he
calls., Some day my earthly house
shall fall, I cannot tell how soon will
be, but thisI know my all in all has now
a placein Heavenforme. God has left

me here for a purpose I know and oh
howI want to fulfill that he has left me
to do. " -=Sister Bertha Gill

- =D

From Oregon: 'I greet you in Jesus
dearname, thanking the dear Lord for
salvation and victory in my soul, this
beautiful sunshiny day. We did have a
weekandalittle over of coldicy weather
then a little rain and now some sun-
shine and not cold. We sure do thank
the Lordfor this weather. . . evenwith
this cold Herman dug fresh carrots
out of the garden and the grass is so
nice and green, don't grow as fast in
winter so don't have to mow it like in
summer. We sure do appreciate the
goodness of the Lord. He is so good to
us. Hermanis retiring the last of this

month. " --Sis. Emma Busch
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From Calif.: I am glad I am still
trustinginthe dear Lord. Iam saved,
sanctified and love the Lord and all of
his people. I can't ever thank him
enough for what he has done for me.
. We arehaving good meeting here
at Orland, not many of us, but God is
with us and that is all that matters. . .
I don't want to fail God. I sure do
want to dwell with him when my life is
done here. Wehave to watch and pray.
The devil is so awake night and day.
But thank God we don't have to fight
our battle alone. We would sure fail
if we did." --Sis. Ada Leach
P

From Miss:: '"This world is so full of
sin, I don't believe it will stand much
longer. As my mother says, we just
see a little of it, and how do you see
that God in heaven who sees it all can
let it stand much longer. I am ready
for him to come, but we have love ones
and friends who we would love to see

saved, before it is too late."
-=Mrs. Grace Gill

S

From Ga.: "Greetings in the name of
our good kind loving heavenly Father.
The weather here is very much un-
settled. We know it's the handiwork of
our wonderful God. I want you to know
that I am in the Lord and he is in me
and by his strength and help I have
victory over sin and the devil, praise
the Lord. I am living to live again
eternally. Iamliving to be able to say
as Paul tells us: 'I am now ready to
be offered, and the time of my depart-
ure is at hand. I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, I have
keptthe faith: Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.' 2 Tim. 4:6-8."
--Sister P. R. Bowers

From Ohio: 'Greetings of much love
in Jesus dear sweet name, the name
above every name. I surely do love
him this morning with all my heart
and have a greater desire than ever to
live for him. He surely has done so
muchfor me, since I called you all for
prayer. It was good to talk to some
one who can get a hold of God when

prayer is needed. Oh! the saints are

so precioustome. . forthree weeks
day and night I couldn't walk or even
lay down, just setin a chair or sit on
the side of the bed. . . We sure did
have to do a lot of wrestling before
God. I do thank God for a good saved
companion, who stayed by my side day
and night and prayed with me till the
dear Lord heard and answered prayer
and now I am up and around and help-
ing him with the house work some. . .
Praise the dear Lord I can lay down
at night now and don't have to get up
one time. . . May God bless youall

in your work for the Lord, "

--Bro. & Sis. Bill Abbott
i g
"Today finds me more determined to
live better than ever before as I seem
to need the Lord more day by day."
--Edna V. Murry
-e0--

"This finds us still en-
He has
beensogoodto us in every way. First
we sought the kingdom and now we are
enjoying all the benefits--praise the
Lord! We are getting some winter
now--an unusually mild winter up 'til
now. We have quite a lot of snow now
and pretty cold, but not many bad days.
It's 8 degrees above this morning.
We are enjoying being in town. We
have such a nice little place and we do
appreciate it so much. Seems almost
too good to be true, We don't forget to
thank the Lord for all of it each day."
--Sister Margaret Brant

From Mich.:
couraged to serve the Lord.
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From Mo.: ""Sogladforthe good Word
of God, exhorting us to pray without
ceasing, togive goodheedto ourselves,
to think upon such precious and sobering
truths as--If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His, etc.
This we can do when not feeling too
well. So glad the Word becomes more
precious and real to us as we journey
further along in life. . . Would it not
be wonderful if great numbers could
sing with victory--I've paid the price
and obtained the prize, He saved my
soul thatwas lost; and now my treasures
are inthe skies, I'm glad I counted the
cost. . . myLordisnearer and dear-
er than all else--so good to know I'm
writing to those of 'like precious faith'
-=0h, to really exercise living faith
inGod=~~-means more than to write about
it or talk about it. To truly sing--In
my affections first he'll be, and first
His righteous will. We pray the Lord's
richest blessings upon you as you joy-
fully serve Him. We enjoy hearing
news of the family of God by way of the
Mission Trailand every source. . . let
us pray much for each other, . ."
--Sister Rosella Scott
--o--
FromLa.: Guessyouhaveheardof my
hip being broke? And after I was home
about two weeks from the hospital I
had a stroke and my daughter had me
put back in the hospital--was sent to
a nursing home for three months. I
would still be there if I hadn't made up
my mind to come home. Pauline was
with me also, as she had no one to
takeher. I'm still walking with a walk=-
er and have some pain and still feel
effects of the stroke, but very thankful
that I'm as well as I am. I'm sending
the small amount of 2 dollars and pray-
ing for the work to prosper. I have
cateracts onmy eyes, sight is growing
dimmer. Pleaseprayforthem. Yours
in Christ, " --ILula Ochsner & Pauline

-to the good of every soul. . .

From Mo.: "Weare so thankful for all
of God's many blessings to us. Itis
wonderful to be free from sin and serv-
ing the Lord. Hegives us joyandpeace.
The Lord will go with us all the way.
We will not have to fear what might
come our way. His grace will be suf=
ficient for every trial."
--F. E. & Ellen Wilson
--o--
From Ohio: '"We send greetings of
love to all once again. We want to let
you know that we do want you to con-
tinue the Mission Trail our way. We
do trust this finds all well and still
much encouraged. We still love the
Lord and His cause. We enjoy the
Mission Trail, and our prayers are for
God to richly bless your labors of love
The
Lord is blessing the saints here. He
has wonderfully blessed our dear Sis.
Sharp. Sheisable to talk again. What
a mighty God we serve. Kenneth's
mother is much better, but still has a
need in her lower left limb. Do pray
for us all as we do you, "
-=The Kenneth Abbotts
= e () m s
From Colo.: "I am thankful to the
Lordforhearingandanswering prayer.
Guess I had the flu a while back, was
pretty sick for 3 days or so, passed
out, but God came upon the scene and
answered prayer. I am alright now
butawful weak at times. I am glad we
are servinga mighty God. Our grand-
son Willie is in the navy. He left the
17th of Jan, is at San Diego, Calif.,
soplease prayfor him. Also pray for
me that I will gain my strength back.
--Mrs. R. A. Tombleson
--o--
From Calif.: '"Thank God for victory
in my soul and I am encouraged to
see the end of a Christian race. Do
remember me. I suffer much with
numb hands" --Sis., Dessie LeMelle



@hilclr en’s fpaqe

DED EED EDGIEDEOEIED €D EICIED EVED EIEVEDEDEDEDEDEAEREDEVED D7)
((d

o READ THE BIBLE BY SYMBOLS U
qc ()
And the e

: angel said unto for behold, @é
@ them, “Fear )
: ()
)

o bring you %

[~

good tidings

D &N

of great
joy, which

DERCIEIECD G ENEDIEDED EDED ER ED

Luxke ii, 815,

(G

®

b For unto
$ ou is
ol y

‘ born
(& this day
@ in the
e

&

(d

3

(.

&3 €I EIEI CIRIEPED §D £ EHED (2 A S EI £D €2 &D &I ED EPEB €I EI &I 8 8D

-

I CREBED 83 E265 CIS3 8080 82 828DED €962 §D8D €2 8282628082 38259 1\

(4




1972

FEBRUARY 25,

THE MISSION TRAIL

PAGE SEVEN

at press

-

.
time

we understand: E

Bro. O. C. Porter has been conducting
nightly Bible study services in Guthrie
dealing with the prophecies and fulfill-
ment of them with special emphasis on
the book of Revelations. These were
illustrated with many charts and draw-
ings which are very informative and
bring out the teaching of the church.
-=0==
"My highest aim is to please the Lord
above all." --Avis Tinsley
-=0=--

From Calif.: "I just had to write to

tell what God has done. As you know I
have been requesting prayer for our
baby. We had a baby specialist ex-
amine him. He wanteda lot of tests run
onhim including tohave a eye specialist
examine his eyes because of the draining
of the eye since birth. Well the appoint-
ment was made and I asked the saints
to pray while I was there . . . this is
what was wrong--tear ducts drain into
a tube in the nose. There was no hole
in Daniel's tube for it to drain out at
the bottom of the tube. The doctor said
either drops would flush it open or they
would go down with a wire to punch the
hole through. I said God can do that
without either. Well praise God it has

only been less than a week since we've
seenthe doctor and God has healed this
eye. Oh how we praise God. Thank all
the saints for their prayers. We appre-
ciate them. . . Godis so good. Please

continue to remember the baby. . . Dan-
ielis 11 months old and still cannot sit
aloneand is very slow in his progress,
but our trust is in God."

-=-Bro. K.C, & Sis. Candice Rich

From Kansas: ". . . theLordhas en-
trusted us with another child. This is
our third. We do appreciate the good-
ness of God. We do, indeed, desire to
be a vessel of honor, sanctified and
meet for the master's use, prepared
unto every good work. Do pray for us'
--Bro. & Sis. Harold Reed
-eQ==
On Wednesday, Feb. 17, I felt a little
sad as I stood in my driveway and saw
the '62 Oldsmobile driven away from
our home which might well be for the
last time. This was the car which had
given us such good service. We bought
this one used more than five years ago.
Ifitcould talk, many interesting things
couldbe told of happenings along roads
whichwere scorching with the summer
sun or roads which were covered with
ice and snow in the freezing tempera-
turesinthe dead of winter. Sometimes
we traveledtogether in such far-a-way
places as California, Oregon and Idaho.
Atother timesitwould carry us to such
pleasantplaces as Louisiana, Florida
and other sunny southern states. Travel
at other times took us into such states
as Wisconsin, South Dakota or Ohio and
Pennsylvania. Now with a speedometer
reading of more than 230, 000 miles
with never a ring or valve job it was
thought best to replace it with a later
model. We now have a '66 Oldsmobile
(used one) whichthe Lord has provided
and we hope it will see many miles of
service in the gospel! The Lord surely
lengthened the life of the old car and I
am quite certain we gotthe best years of
service fromit, forit soldfor only $100.
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For some it will come true: "The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved." Jer. 8:20. Let us hasten with
g the message which Jesus gave: "Come unto me, all ye that (V -
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and Z%

U)~—* lowlyinheart: and ye shall find rest unto yoursouls." ~\,«~“§§T_ﬁff
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