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Goodmorning, friends.

1974

It is indeed a privilege to be coming your way by means

of radio. Ihope I can bring the truth of the gospel in such a way that it will con=-
form to the scriptures and will also be spoken with~--

SIMPLICITY

Some people are drawn

To men who expound

The scriptures with great volubility;
They seem to esteem,

Respect and revere

A powerful persuasive personality.

But I am reminded

Of Herod so proud,

So arrogant, pompous and haughty;
For the story just turn

To Acts chapter twelve,

Twenty one thruverse three and twenty.

Bombastic phrases

Are as sounding brass,

When the speaker is void of charity.
Paul said I made known

With plainness of speech

The gospel in beautiful simplicity.

Not with enticing words

Of the wisdom of men,

Or great swelling words of vanity,

The word is so plain

Even fools understand

When spoken without superfluity.
--Linda Craddock

I want to get right at the point of the

subjectandtalkabout '""The Oil Crisis'',
Now, waitjusta minute. Before some-
one says, ''The big oil companies and
the political maneuvers of the Arabs
have invaded the gospel broadcast, ' let
me point out I am talking primarily a-
bouta different kind of oil and different
king of crisis, but one which is equal
to and far beyond in importance to the
little discomfort which may be experi-
enced by this shortage of natural re-
sources.

Listen to this scripture: '"Then shall
the kingdom of heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their lamps,
andwent forth to meet the bridegroom.
And five of them were wise, and five
were foolish. They that were foolish
too their lamps, and took no oil with

them: Butthe wise took oilin their ves-
sels with their lamps. While the bride~
groom tarried, they all slumbered and
slept. Andat midnight there was a cry
made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh;
go ye out to meet him. Then all those
virginsarose, and trimmed theirlamps,
And thefoolish said unto the wise, Give
us of your oil; for our lamps are gone
out. But the wise answered, saying,
Not so; lest there be not enough for us
and you: but go ye rather to them that

JOHN 4:35 @@ c@BG
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sell, and buy for yourselves. And while
they went to buy, the bridegroom came;
and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage: and the door was
shut, Afterward came also the other
virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to
us. But he answered and said, Verily
I say unto you, I know you not. Watch
therefore, for ye know neither the day
nor the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh.' Matt. 25:1-13

Now, let me use the natural to bring
the spiritual into focus. First, who of
us is not acquainted with the great nec-
essity inhaving gas to burn in the auto-
mobiles? Why, I have even heard that
sometimes thereare quarrelsandfights
atthe gas pumps to obtain this precious
liquid. Without it the cars are strand-
edand stopped. The automobile %nay be
ever so wonderful and expensive, but
if thereis no gas to put in the tank it is
a dead piece of machinery!

And so it is with the flesh and blood of
our bodies. One may be ever so educat-
edandlearned, trainedinall the wisdom
of the world, but if he is void of the
grace of God heis dead in his sins. In
this parable the bridegroom is general-
ly understood to mean Jesus Christ, and
it speaks of the day of his coming. The
wise virgins represent those who truly
enjoyandhavethe grace of God in their
hearts. The foolish are those people
who only profess to know Him, but in
works they deny Him the right to con-
trol their lives. They may have at one
time been children of God, but they have
allowed the cares of life and the deceit-
fulness of sin to hinder them.

This oil is the grace and salvation of
God, andthatfaith which works by love.
The vessel is the heart in which the oil
is contained. The lamp is the profess-
ion of enjoying the burning and shinning

light of the gospel of Christ. It is one
thing to profess to love God, yet quite
anotherto really enjoy His service and
delight to do His will.

Now, let us look at this word ''crisis''.
Do you know what a crisis is? Well,
for one thing it is the turning point for
better or for worse in an acute disease
or fever. Take for instance, pneumo-
nia. This is a dreaded disease and
sometimes it is fatal, especially for
the aged. One who has pneumonia is
likely to have difficulty in breathing,
congestion of the lungs and pain in the
chest. The trouble may last for 7 or
10to 12 days. Itis usually accompan=
ied by high fever. Sometimes at the
end of this disease, there occursas what
is known to be a '"'crisis''. This is the
turning point for better or for worse.
Often the fever drops quite suddenly.
If this crisis is successfully passed the
patient often improveés quite rapidly,
butif notit may meantheir death as they
reach this crisis.

Now for the "oil crisis''. We are pre-
sently in a crisis. For natural oil--
yes, and indeed there is quite a hard-
ship upon some. But more than this,
weare alsoin a spiritual crisis. Mor-
al decay has set in. Corruption is
throughout the land. America and the
whole world is sick. Standards have
beenlowered. Promiscuity is the order
of the day. I say, we are in a crisis
right now.

Friends, itisa fearful thing to fall into
the hands of a living God. What an awful
thing to be summoned to appear before
the Judge of the quick and dead!

Itis written ofa certain Rabbiben Zachai
that when he was sick his disciples
came unto him. When he saw them he
begantoweep. They saytohim, Rabbi!



FEBRUARY 15, 1974

THE MISSION TRAIL

PAGE THREE

the light of Israel, the right hand pillar,
the strong hammer, wherefore dostthou
weep? Heansweredthem, If they were
carrying me before a king of flesh and
blood, whois here today, and to-morrow
inthe grave; who, if he were angry with
me, his anger would not last forever;
if he put me in prison, his prison would
not be everlasting; if he condemned me
to death, that death would not be eter-
nal; whom I could soothe with words or
bribe with riches; yeteven in these cir-
cumstances I should weep. But now I
am going before the King of kings, the
holy and the blessed God, who liveth
and endureth for ever and for ever; who,
if he be angry with me, his anger will
last for ever; if he put me in prison,
his bondage will be eveflasting; if he
condemn me to death, that death will
be eternal; whom I cannot soothe with
words nor bribe with riches:--when,
farther, thereare before me two ways,
the one tohell and the other to paradise,
andI know not in which they are carry-
ing me, shall I not weep!

Let us pray. Our Father, the creator
and judge of all the earth. As we ap-
proach this crisis throughout all the
world, we seek thy favor and grace.
Have mercy upon the untold millions of
earth who are yet groping in darkness.
Many in this day have a profession of
religion but in reality, have no heart
felt and personal experience with the
Lord. For them we pray also. Grant
that the oil of thy grace may be supplied,
and that souls may be prepared to safe-
ly pass the crisis of death and to stand
before thee atthy coming and thine shall
be the praise through Christ our Lord.
Amen

And now, this brief moment to tell you
this message has been brought your way
by The Mission Trail, Guthrie, Okla-
homa. Thanks tothose whohave prayed

" From Wash.:

and given of their free-will offerings
to make it possible for us to continue
sending forth the truth. This crisis is
not a make-believe one, butitis gen-=-
uine and one which is facing the world
today. If we may be of some help to
you in a spiritual way be sure to let us
know.

Here is a song by '""The Evening Light-
ers''. The singers are Lynn Carver,
Arnett Carver, Troy Gentry, and Man-
uel Mitchell.

Untilwe meet again this is Willie Mur-
phey saying God bless and keep you and
a very cheerful goodbye !

Zéeslimonies

From La.: "I'm happy in the Lord;
contented with all his dealings, for I
know he will do all things well, trying
to get every one to Heaven. I have been
reading just this evening some of the
life of Billy Bray (1794-1868). Though
he didnothave thelight that Bro. War-
ner and many others did on this "Eve-
ning Reformation, " he had a wonder-
ful experience with the Lord and was
really on fire for the Lord--real en-
couraging to read. We have also found
The Mission Trail dated Oct. 22, '71
with the tract'"Others May--YouCannot'
and with "Victory'" on it also. Itisa
real challenge to my soul...May the
Lord bless you richly this new year in
your service for Him."
--Bro. Angus and Sis. Myrtis Flynn
T
"Thanks so much for the
Mission Trail. I enjoy them so much.
Please oh please pray for me. My
nerves are terrible. Also pray Il can
feel the joy of the Lord like I once did.
I will never give up serving the Lord.
Have been too long in the way."
--Sis. Pearl Branham
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FromLa.: "Yes, Iam still here, after
along time, of pain caused from angina;
also arthritis, The good news is God
has helped me so much, with the touch
of his power, I haven't suffered for about
2 weeks, from the awful pain of angina,
my heart hurt so bad, andlI had such
head ache; some times I would think
this is my call to come home to be with
the Lord. Praisethe Lord...he healed
me, and I am so thankful for prayers
answered. Ihavehad such sweet visits
from Sister Carrie Sheppard, Velma
Mancel, and Brother and Sister C. C.
Carver...Please pray for me. I want
toknow more about this one true Church
and the power of prayer for us now. 1
can't thank God enough for easing the
pain in my body. I listen to you every
Sunday morning...Sincerely, "
--Mildred Spurlock
--o—-

From Calif.: "I greet you in name of
our Savior. Thanks for letter and for
your prayers...l tried to do what I
couldinwitnessing for my Savior while
in hospital. I guess you have received
word that I'm at home and was re-
leasedwitha walker to walk all I could.
I'm doing some of my work not much.
Pray that I be healed."

-=Sis. Opal Williams

B

From Ark.: "Just a few lines to say I
stilllove the Lord and am holding on to
his unchanging hand, thanking Him for
His blessingshe sees fit to bestow upon
me from time to time, although our
heartsare heavy from the deep sorrow
we had to face in losing our...son. He
died almost suddenly with what I sup-
pose was a massive heart attack...He
was almost 44 years...He left a wife
and 4 children, all girls...remember
us all in prayer. My husband is not
well and I have this place on my fore-
head. I would like to be healed."

-=-Sister Johnnie West

From Okla.: "Another year has come
and gone. Thank the Lord for keeping
us saved and bringing us into a new
year with victory in our soulsand press=-
ing onfor God. We are realizing more
and more our dependency on God. May
the Lord continue to bless you all in
sending out the gospel through the pa=
per. Wewouldn't want to be without it.
It's encouraging to read and to hear
fromthe saints...So pray for us as we
pray for you. Yours in the service

of the Lord."
--Bro. & Sis. Woodrow Warren

-—0—-
From Mo.: "I do want to thank and
praise the Liord for all his children. I
do love everybody especially God's
people. I'd like for everyone to know
that the Lord has answered prayer and
taken a bad growth off my body since
Christmas...l just can't thank and
praise the Lord enough for so many
things he has done for me. I do thank
him for saving my soul over 53 years
ago and then sanctified my nature...
I'll soon be 80 and I mean by God's
grace to make heaven at any cost.,'
-=Sis. Katie Gibson
-

From Texas: '"Praise God for victory
inmy soul. Severalyears ago the Lord
was talking to me about being a mis-
sionary. As far back as when Bro.
David Madden went overseas I conse-
crated to go and I got some plastic
glasses and pitcher so they wouldn't
break, Ididn'tuse themfor some time,
and I read family newspaper, and the
Lord impressed me to write and send
tracts to those that seemed sincere. I
was amissionaryfora long time before
I realized I was, and was going over=-
seas too, and to people in several dif-
ferent states. The Lord has almost
healed my rheumatism...thanks to
everyone who remembers me in your
prayers. " --Sister Nellie Lovell
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From Ark.: "I'd like the little paper
this year. I enjoy it all. We don't
hear you on the radio and we are iso-
latedfrom the saints. Please remem-
ber usinprayer.''--Mrs. W. E. Bryan
—-o--
From Okla.: "I do hope and pray all
iswell. Iam so thankful the dear Lord
has been so good to me. I'm still at
home taking care of myself helping
others what I can...Pray for me, 92
past." --Grandma Mattheson
--o--
From Miss.: "Kate is 86. I am 84.
The Master is so good to us, given us
many years--can't be many more. I
hope to be found faithful, ready to meet
him, be it a few days or a few years.
They are passing so fast and so many
souls in darkness and sin. It will take
the sound of the trumpet to awaken the
sleeping drifting world. May the Holy
spirit carry your message to many
dear souls to soften their hearts and
bring them home to our precious Jesus."
-=Sis. Cressie Hudson
--o--
From Ohio: '""We send greetings of love
in the precious name of Him who loved
us and washed us from our sins in His
own precious blood. .. Well, by His love
and tender mercies he's brought us thru
the old year and now we are well into
the new one. The Lord only knows
what's in store for us now?...we don't
know what the future holds for us poor
folks, but we do know who holds the
future...May God help us each one to
press on and be faithful to the end...
We were so sorry couldn't come to the
Guthrie meeting, The day we talked of
starting --like tomorrow morning --that
evening radio said St. Louis was para-
lyzedunder 12" snow and traffic backed
up east of city 40 or 45 miles, which
was our route, so we submitted it to
Him who knoweth best."
-=Bro, Sam and Sis. Armilda Abbott

From La.: "I am sure you have re-
ceivedmany blessings, as we all have,
in the year of 1973 from our blessed
Lord. And I pray there will be many
in store for you in this year we have
just entered into. I pray that the Lord
will bless and anoint you for the mes-
sage He would have you to broadcast
each Sunday. That it will come with
such anointing of the Holy Spirit, the
words will be weighty, sinking deep in-
tothe heart of each hearer, both saved
and unsaved. Surely it is by His word
we standorfall. By His word we stand
justified or condemned. So I am pray-
ing for and desiring a better understand-
ing of His word, also His will concern-
ing me. For itis surely His will that
I want to do. The Lord has been so
good to me, I don't want to fail Him."
-=Sis. Alta Flynn
--o-—
From La.: "We trust the Lord will
blessyoudear ones and keep you in his
tender love and care...Tonight finds
me still saved and happy in the Lord,
still determined to press on and fight
the good fight of faith. We are en-
couraged to go all the way...We still
enjoy the Mission Trail and the good
testimonies mean so much to me...
We enjoy the broadcast so much too,
over WFPR. We are still praying for
you and the word as it goes forth over
theair, that it will prove a real bless-
ing tothe saints and the Lord will cause
precious souls to see the one true way.
We trust the saints there are all well...
Sis. Dora Doolittle is still having quite
a battle with the arthritis in her body.
She is in wheel chair now. ..She can't
use walker on account of her hands,
theyare sosore. Do pray for her. We
wantto pray her out of the wheel chair.
Sis. Short said she was in wheel chair
and walker for 6 months but the Lord
brought her out...Christian love, "
-=-Sis, Audrey Baumgartner
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From La.: "Greetings in the name of
our dear Lord and Master. The one
who is so good to us. We do love Him
and mean by His help and grace to live
for Him and make heaven our home at
any cost. This is another new year
and we don't know what it holds for us.
Butwe are thankful to know the One that
holds this year in the palm of His big
hand. Wefeel safe and secure trusting
His grace and wisdom. We hope this
finds you dear ones well and enjoying
the blessings of the dear Lord. We do
appreciate your labors of love in His
service, enjoy the Mission Trail and
trust it continues to come to us this
yearasithasinthe past. We surely are
living in perilous times and need to live
close to the Lord as we are expecting
Him to come soon for His spotless
Bride. I do pray the Lord will help us
tobe among the few that will be watch-
ing and waiting for Him with a pure
heart. .. Welistentothe messages over
the radio most every Sunday morning,
but last Sunday I missed the message
as I didn't wake up until 8 o'clock.
Sincewehad to run the clock up an hour
it seemed like I had slept an hour late.
Maybe I'll soongetadjusted to this time
change. Do pray for me and my loved
ones and all the saints' children who
needto be saved. Somanyare traveling
the downward road, it surely grieves
our heart.' -=-Sis. Effie Miller
a=Q=-=

From Okla.: '"Greeting in much love.
Thank the dear Lordfor presentvictory.
I hope you are all well. I haven't been
going very much., The sisters have
been poorly so I feel lonesome without
them, so please pray much for them
thatthe dear Lord put them going again.
Love tothefamilyandahappy and pros=~
perous year to you all. By the help of
the good Lord I will help to keep the
good work going. Bye, bye, "

-=Bro. M. L. Reed

From Mo.: "Sis. Fannie...sure needs
your prayers and prayers of all the dear
children of God...the little paper is a
great blessing...Pray for us. I need
God's help to be able to help others.
Wehad snow and ice but as the good old
song says, In winter, in summer, in
sunshine and rain His love and affec-
tion is always the same."
-=Sis. Becky Barnes and Sis. Fannie
-—o-»-
From Texas: '""Thankyouforyour pray-
ers in time past, continue to call my
namein prayer whenl come before you.
Christian love and prayers for your
work and you both. A sister in the
faith of our dear Lordand Saviour Jesus
Christ." ~=Gladys Morgan
--0——
From Minn.: "Greetings of love in the
name of God's only begotten son, who
came ruined sinners to save, of which
I was one. This finds me well, for
which I thank the Lord for His saving
power and His healing power. I am in
goodhealthbut not getting any younger.
It won't be too long that the heavens
will openand the Lord will say come up
higher. That will be glory for me. I
still get the Mission Trail and read it
through and it helps me to keep in the
straight and narrow way that leads to
that glorious home everlasting in the
heavens." -=-Bro. Andrew Senti
--O--
From Pa.: "It has been some time
sincelwrote...butlget somany letters
toanswer until it is impossible to write
to all especially at the Christmas sea-
son...l do hope and pray you and your
family are well and still giving out the
message. [ met a brother and sister
Beisley from Coffeyville, Kansas at
the Green Bank camp meeting...Also a
brother and sister Forbes and family
from La. I love to meet the saints,
... Please do pray for us."
-=Sis, Flora Hinzman
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at press time

\

we understand: y

From the Whitleys in Texas: ''Mother
asked that I prepare this to send you.
She still needs prayer--seems to have
had a set back. God is gracious and
does come to the rescue. Remember
us all in your prayers.''--Twyla Gayle

--o--
Okla.: '""Dear Bro. & Sis. Murphey:--
Greetingsas we start the New Year. I
am posting you under separate cover,
an offering in honor of your 9 years of
""Mission Trail" service. At first when
the tho't to send you the 5 "Kennedy"
half dollars, I had in mind your five
grand children, --well, time passed and
they weren't gone; then I read of your 9
years, & more half dollars, had come
to me, so now I have fixed them up (10
of them). They come to you with God's
blessings thatthey may help spread the
gospel. I enjoy the little '"Mission
Trail" somuch. It seems as if the let-
ters & testimonies are to me & gives
me courage & strength to go on."

--Sis. Chas. Kelse

-—o——
From Fla.: '"...how happy Il am to be
yet among the living and feel well and
stronger than I have felt in more than
five years. The blessed Jesus who
keeps us loves us and lives within us.
He, oh, He has done great things for
me...l am now what may be called a
ripe old age, 90, and I can read large
aswell as small print, my Bible. I do
all my writing yet...love to all...stay
with the Lord. Let Him rule in you
and He will make you what you ought to
be...In the one body, "

--Sister E. B. McNair

"T sure wouldn't want to give my Lord
up. Where would we go? How awful
and still so many are doing that-=-the
one that did so much for them. I am
glad Jesus loved me and made a way for
me to go to Heaven, ' --Sis. Ada Leach
--o--
"I desire the prayers of the saints to
pray for us. My husband Abe Penner
got hurt at the Fairview Sale Barn as
he worked there. He is layed up with
a broken hip...A cow ran into him as I
understand it." -=-Sis. Eva Penner
-—o—-
From S. Car.: '"Greetings to all the
dear saintsin Jesus our Lord. We are
so thankful to God for all the blessings
He shows us by day and night. I want
topress onto show my dear Savior that
I do love Him and want to do all I know
for the dear Lord. I am asking all the
saints to remember mein their prayers
forIam going home some day to get my
pay.' --Sister Sallie Sweat
SV
Space does not permit to print all the
encouraging letters and testimonies we
have received over the past weeks and
months. A few of them have been se~
lected to go in this issue. Thanks to
eachwhohas taken time and interest in
sending their testimony. We sincerely
trust they may all be a blessing to the
readers. Of late I have thought of this
scripture: '"The Lord bless thee, and
keepthee: The Lord makehisface shine
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon
thee, and give thee peace.'" Num. 6:
24-26. God bless each reader.--WCM
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For some it will come true: "The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved." Jer, 8:20. Let us hasten with
f 7 eg the message which Jesus gave: "Come unto me, oll ye that
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L ) ﬁ(\ﬁ labour and are heavy faden, and | will give you rest. Take
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, my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and &
. $ I > lowlyinheart: and ye shall find rest unto yoursouls.
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