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Good morning to every listener. I hope
all of youare well and enjoying the good
blessings of the Lord for soul and body,
alsothatthis message will prove as in-
teresting and profitable to the listeners
as it has been to me in preparing it.
There are so many thoughts and scrip-
tures which apply that it is somewhat
difficulttoknow just where to start. So
as we look to the Lord and the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit, I think I will be
like the surveyor who seeks out a land-
mark from which to start and begin with
this verse in Prov. 22:28--""Remove not
the ancientlandmark, which thy fathers
have set.'" Ina few moments I want to
deal with the spiritual and scriptural
aspects of this, but first, let me set
forth the perimeters of my subject in
the natural sense. In other words, be-
fore we put up a building, we need a
foundation., Iamacquainted with a young
manwhose occupation is a surveyor, I
think his work would be most interest-
ing. In fact, when I get to talking to
this friend of mine, and asking ques-
tions, it is hard to find a place to quit.
There are hills to climb and valleys to
span and miles, rods, yards, feet and
inches to measure. Andlet me tell you,
accuracy is required, for there are
times when a foot or two or even a
matter of inches generates a contro-
versy which lasts for years and some-
times, even a life-time and beyond.
Listen to the words of this song:

BACK TO THE BLESSED OLD BIBLE
Back to the blessed old Bible;
Back to the city of God;
Back to the oneness of heaven;
Back where the faithful have trod;
Back from the land of confusion,
Passing the wrecks and the creeds;
Back to the light of the morning;
Jesus our captain leads.

Back to the blessed old Bible,
Saints of Jehovah, rejoice;

Jesus is calling his people

Back to the land of their choice.
Often our fathers have sought it
While we in Babel abode;

Now we have found the fair city--
Church of the living God.

Back to the blessed old Bible,

Leaving confusion and strife;
Fleeing from Babel to Zion,

Back to the joy of our life.

Over the mountains we wandered,
Looking in vain for the right;

Now in the evening we've found it--
Truth of the Gospel light.

Back to the blessed old Bible;
Back at the Master's call;

Back to the words of our Savior,
Loving, obeying them all;
Never in sects to be scattered,
Never again to do wrong;

Unity, holiness, heaven,

Ever shall be our song.

— JOHN 4:35 c@Ghes cl@t®n
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Now, if you will, bear with mae for a
moment and let me go back and pick
up a few thoughts concerning this busi-
ness of surveying. At the same time I
would like for you to keep in mind this
scripture in Prov., 22:28--""Remove not
the ancientlandmark, which thy fathers
have set.”

It matters little how accurate and pre-
cise a surveyor may be. He may have
the best instruments the profession af-
fords. His study of math and trigo-
nometry may have been polished in the
schools of highestlearning, but there is
one thing required before he can pro-
ceedwithhis work and that is, he must
find alandmark, or stake, or establish
a starting point, this point is usually a
pre-determined thing. He doesn'tgoand
just set up a point of his own choosing
and begin measuring off land across
some field. If he did this there is a
good possibility he might be confronted
by an irate landowner carrying a shot-
gun, In fact, this is not beyond the
realm of possibility, even if he is be-
ginning froma pre-determined point set
up by the U. S. Government!

With this thought established, let us
proceed while keeping in mind, if I
appear tobe treading on enchanted ter=
ritory, I do so by the authority of the
scriptures, the Word of God. In 2 Tim,
2:19 we find these words: ''Neverthe-
less the foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are his. And, Let every one
that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.'" The Father delegated
to the Son of God, the power and wis-
dom tolay the foundation of His Church.
"Therefore thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation: he that be-
lieveth shall not make haste.' Isa.
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28:14, So there is no need for us to
ry torun, or hide or get away from the
truth. Let us approach it with awe ana
cautionand reverence. This foundation

is solid and fortified enduring forever.

o

There is a three-story building in our
city having a date on it of 1893, I take
it that this was the year of construc-
tion. Oflate, there has been consider-
ableinterestin restoring some of these
ancient buildings and much work and
money is being spent in putting this
building into like-new original condi-
tion. In other words, it is being re-
stored to its original beautiful appear-
ance. The brick work has been sand-
blasted and looks good. Windows are
being replaced and the wood-work
painted, There is a basement below
being restored, with walls below the
level of the sidewalk., But I have won-
deredabout the foundation. How deep is
it, how good, how strong? Evidently,
the renovaters believe it is good enough
and strong enough to continue support-
ing this structure for it has for many
years, Without a good foundation, it
would be much wasted time and effort
to polish the outside, then to have it
crumble and fall into a pile of rubble!

Psalms 11:3 asks the question thus: '"If
the foundations be destroyed, what can
the righteous do?" The factis, there
are some folks who would like to destroy
the- foundation, and remove the land-
marks. InJob 24:2 we find this: ""Some
remove the landmarks; they violently
take away flocks, and feed thereof."
And yet, we are cautioned, '"Remove
not the old landmark; and enter not into
the fields of the fatherless:' Prov.
23:10.

The Israelites were given very definite
warnings concerning the landmarks,
Listen: "Thou shalt not remove thy
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neighbour's landmark, which they of old
time have setin thine inheritance, which
thou shalt inherit in the land that the
Lordthy God giveth thee to possess it.'
Deut. 19:14. And even more than this,
thereis a curse pronounced upon those
who do: '"Cursed be he that removeth
his neighbour's landmark. And all the
people shall say, Amen.'" Deut. 27:17.

On the positive side of the ledger, look
atthe blessings that come to those who
obey and abide in the old paths: ''Thus
saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways,
and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk there-
in, and ye shall find rest for your
souls.'" Jeremiah 6:16.

Now, having said all of this, let me
get to the very core of this message.
We are living in a world of changing
styles and fashions, What was good for
parents, is no longer considered to be
the "normal' of our day. I am aware
of many improvements which add to our
standard of living, but at this point I
am not particularly dealing with this
issue, That which concerns me now
is the moral issue of our day. At
times certaindecisions are made by the
supreme court which are considered to
be '"landmark'' decisions because they
affect so many other cases. There are
some moral and spiritual issues at stake
which must not be removed if we would
continue to enjoy the blessings and favor
of the Lord. Let me enumerate a few
things which I consider to be "ancient
landmarks'' for the saints:

No. 1--God's peopleare ''called out' of
confusion and sectarian movements.
These man-made religious movements
are referred tointhe symbolic language
of Revelation as '"Babylon', and the
voice from heaven says, "Come out of
her, my people.'" It is not God's will

that his saints be unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers.

No. 2 -- God's people are not of the
world. This is plainly pointed out in
the scriptures. Themoral fibers of the
world have fallen apart. Permissive-
nessis rampant. Sexual activity among
many unmarried folks goes unrestrained
and abortionsare common. The issues
of "right'" and "wrong'' are clouded and
many don't seem to know the difference.

No. 3-~-God's people are humble folks.,
This includes all manner of conversa-
tion and conduct. In this age of pride
and boasting, it means much to take the
humble way of the cross and set an ex-
ample, and firmly remain '‘unspotted
from the world." God's ministers re-
frain from accepting titles as '"'doctor'
and "reverend''. I am shocked with
amazement to see aged women, evi-
dently seeking to appear young again,
dressed in the gayest of fashions, in-
cluding jewelry, short hair, pants and
plenty of make~up paint!

AmIltreading on uncharted ground? Do
1 intrude into your private affairs?
Thenletme just say that here I stand on
these ''ancient landmarks' and humbly
request that those who believe other-
wise come forth and prove by the Word
of God that these things are not so!

No. 4--The Bible teaches the younger
to respect the elder, this being a two-
fold responsibility, one resting upon
the young and the other upon the elder.

"Thou shalt rise up before the hoary
head, and honour the face of the old
man, andfear thy God: I am the Lord."
Leviticus 19:32. The modern trend is
so often the reverse. Many have
failedin their example andare now sub-
jected to robbery, beatings and killings.



PAGE FOUR

THE MISSION TRAIL

MARCH, 1982

No. 5-=""The just shall live by faith'),
and this doesn't mean by political ma-
neuvers togain the wealth of the world.
Need I say more? Then let us go back

to the 'landmarks'! of the Bible.

Qur Father, we humbly ask that Thy
Word may be honored and find recep-
tive hearts who will hear and live !

Thank you, dear ones, for a few mo-
ments of your time. We wish for you
the very best. Until we meet again,
this is Willie Murphey saying God bless
and keep you always and a very cheer-
ful goodbye!!

Oestimeonies

From Ind.: 'l enjoy your sermons.
I am isolated ... I think of a heading
of an article, 'God wanted them
there.' 'Joseph was a stranger in the
vile land of Egypt, but God wanted him
there to save his people. Esther was a
queen in a land that hated Jews. God
wanted her there to save her people.
Daniel was jailed in a den of vicious
lions, but God wanted him there for a
testimony. Jonah groaned in a watery
graveinsidea greatfish, but God wanted
him there to learn a lesson. Paul and
Silaslayinprison, but God wanted them
there to lead 2 soul to Christ. Peter
too, lay in prison, but God wanted him
there to show His power in answering
prayer. John was isolated on a lonely
island, but God wanted him there to
write Christ's Revelation. Why does
God have you where you are at this
moment?'...We all have our place if
we are led by the Holy Spirit. Psa.
32:4, 'l will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go: I
will guide thee with mine eye.' Psa.
104:1, 'Bless the Lord, O my soul. O
LordmyGod, thou art very great; thou
art clothed with honour and majesty.' "

--Sister Nova Lewis

From Pa.: '""We are getting some to
listentothingsaboutGod so please pray
that they will yield to Him and realize
Jesus is coming and judgment will fol-
low His coming. People are too busy
filling their minds with TV to stop and
think of eternity. Days are flying past
scfastand we must do all we can to win
them to the Lord. God bless you each
day and meet your every need is my
prayer.," -=Sis. Eva Cox

== Q= -
From Mo.: "Greetings to you of the...
Mission Trail, broadcast, and the Mis~
sion Trail paper. We do enjoy them
very muchand read the paper, and lis-
ten each time that it is possible, to do
so. There are a few times that I have
not felt up to going to meeting. So it is
very good to be able to tune in on your
program. .. We trust this finds you folks
in good health, and that the Lord will
bless your efforts with a rich harvest
of souls. The Lord has been very pre-
cious to us, and given us a measure of
good health, and keeps us encouraged to
press on., It makes our hearts heavy,
thatthere are so many among the saints,
whoare so seriously afflicted. We pray
their faith continue steadfast and true.
Wewill be in agreement with the saints
on fast day. Owur family have all been
blessed this past year. And we are
truly thankful for the same. There are
some out of the ark of safety; and we
are praying they will soon see their
great need. So many are wandering
about in sin." --Sis. Eunice Cole

=20~
From Okla.: "We have a wonderful
salvation to the whole world, the won-
derful invitation whosoever will may
come to this fountain, drink and be
satisfied. I am glad tonight I have
heard this invitation to come to Jesus
and be saved. My soul is satisfied to
follow in the way of the Lord."

--Sis., Julia Llewellyn
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From Kansas: '"One time I was talking
to one of the retired teachers about our
pensions. She was getting more money
than I was. The devil immediately at-
tacked meto cause jealousness. I said,
'Lord, I didn't ask you for Lucy's
pensions. I ask you to give me enough
tohelp you and enough for me a living.'
The devil had to flee. God had given me
more than I had asked for., This made
me so happy to defeat the devil by the
grace of God. Sometimes I get so tired
of the devil. We do resist him, but he
will come back. I better close for the
night, Please remember me in prayer.
I'm determined I won't yield to the
devil." --Sis. Mamie Norcutt
--o——
From Okla.: "Trust you both are feel-
ing wellin body and enjoying the blessing
of the Lord. Iam feeling so much better
in body and soul. Thank the Lord and
I do thank the saints for their many
prayers." --Sis. Mentie Nurse
wwm ()= -

From Oregon: "Your daughter was the
firstto get to the hospital when I fell at
work and dislocated my ankle. She took
me home with her. Bro. Ostis and
Jimmy soon came and brought the
crutches and Geraldine drove my car
home. I stayed the first 48 hours at
Clifford and Patsy's house. Itwas nice
to have a praying nurse. They wanted
me to stay longer but I didn't want to
impose when I could take care of my-
self by scooting in a chair with wheels.
I don't know just how to say my appre-
ciation of their christian home...I felt
like I had been to campmeeting when I
left. During the day Patsy working and
playing with the churchtapes and morn-
ing and evening the family prayers and
Bible study, and the boys playing in the
evening and Julie practicing the piano
and theyall sang a song with Julie lead-
ing.IguessI could say more about the

Lord's blessing me...'" --Evalee Stice

From Okla.: "It is so good to know
that God is true. Although we have
snow now, but after all, it is also
pretty. I do enjoy to read the 19th Psa.
verse 1, '"Theheavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handiwork'...verses 7-10, "The law of
the Lordis perfect, converting the soul:
the testimony of the Lord is sure, mak-
ing wise the simple. The statutes of the
Lordare right, rejoicing the heart: tha
commandment of the Lord is pure, en-
lightening the eyes. The fear of the
Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the
judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether. More to be de-
siredare they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and
the honeycomb.' 'O give thanks unto
the Lord, for heis good: for his mercy
endureth for ever.' Psa. 107:1."
-=Sis, Eva Penner
Ll o L
From Okla.: "I want to say I'm glad
I'm saved...We have many trials and
tests that comes our way but we pray
God give us the victory to go through
and endure unto the end. It gives us
much courage to read the testimonies
of the saints and how God blesses his
children. I desire to improve in my
service to God, and to stand on his
promises. I am praying for your work
thereand for the healing of the saints."
-=-Sis., Mattie Simpson
i s
From Mo.: "Trustall are well and en-
joying life's many blessings. We love
the IL.ord this morning and desire to
please Him. .. The Lord was sure good
to us on our trip home from Guthrie.
We traveled on a solid sheet of ice all
of Kansas and part of Oklahoma, saw
many wrecks, and many that had been
wrecked or overturned in ditches or
ravines. We were a glad bunch to get
home and so so thankful."
T --The Glen Inman's
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From Kansas: '"Praise God forever=-
more. 1l am still pressing on the up-
ward way and determined to get my
crown. I am praying often for the sick
and sorely afflicted and desiring ear-
nestly that Godwould heal them. I trust
there will be solid, unified faith and real
sincerity and effectual prayer next
Wednesday. ..l truly hope we can touch
Godonhis throne and move him to per-
form some miracles for us on that day
of fasting...may the Lord help all his
saints to know how to have complete
faith, trust and confidence in him.
Then I know some mountains will have
tomoveand be cast into the sea...may
God continue to bless the broadcast and
bless you together...Love, "

--8is, Shirley Knight

-—o--
From Kansas: '"GreetingsinJesus dear
name, We are thankful to be numbered
with the sheep of his pasture. The Lord
has been gracious to us even tho' we
have met with our adversary, We are
enjoying the broadcast and want it to
continue on the air. We are praying
that the Lord will bless it to the good
of every soul...l feel burdened to go
see a lady today that is suffering with
cancer. How she needs to look to the
great physician, Pray for her....keep

us on your prayers.'
=-Bro. Ralph and Sis. Inez Beisly

-
From Ill.: "Greeting in the wonderful
name of our Lord. This leaves me
still serving the Lord. He is so good
to me. I was just thinking this morn-
ing how good God is to me. Here I have
a good warm home, plenty to eat this
bad weather., Itis real cold and around
7or8 inches of snow on the ground and
I am feeling as well as I do. I am lots
better, but I really suffered since Aug.
until around Dec. 10 so I know someone
was praying for me...I'll say bye and

God bless you', --Sis. Mildred Snell

Trom Calif,: "Christmas greetings in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Today
finds me among the living, praising the
Lord for both my natural and spiritual
life. My sight and hearing are both
much impaired, but praise be to our
gracious Lord, they are still of some
service and I endeavor to use them to
the glory of the Liord and in His blessed
service. The Mission Trail is a wel-
come guest in our home and we still
desire the Lord's blessing in keeping
its life giving messages flying through
the air both by U. S. mail and radio to
the glory and honor of His name and the
salvation of as many souls as possible.
And may the new year be more pros-
perous thanthe past. Note, many many
good wishes and prayers together with
a meager Christmas offering from our

household. " -=-Jessie A. Douglas
and Mother Ethel K. Miles

--o--
From La.: 'In Jesus name we greet

youthis beautiful Monday morning. We
are thankful for salvation and all the
benefits. God's mercies are new each
morning. We have so much to be thank-
ful for. We appreciate getting the
Mission Trailand pray for your efforts
in getting the gospel out, ''while it is
yet day.' We believe your gospel mes-
sages going out on the air are important
and would be thankful if it could in-
crease. Time is swiftly coming to a
closeand what is done needs to be done
now...well, there is lots to pray for."
--Bro. Kenneth and Sis. Virgie Flynn
.

From Louisiana: '""Ben was hit by a car
while riding his bicycle, Jan. 2nd and
receivedinternal injuries. He has suf-
fered much pain butthe Lord was merci-
ful to us that he wasn't killed or had
any broken bones. He is about re-
coveredat this time, for which we thank
the dear Lord.,"

--Bro. Ben and Sis. Sybil Goldsberry
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It is with deep sorrow that we extend
our sympathy to Sis. Doris Bowers upon
the death of her beloved companion,
Bro. Chalmer on January 23rd. To-
gether they had commemorated their
golden wedding anniversary last April
(See picturein May Mission Trail), She
writes:

"God in his great love and mercy has
carried me thru thus far, in our time
of need. In him and him only is our
comfort and strength. We can never
repay all the love and kindness shown
by all. We just ask God to bless each
one in a special way. I will be waiting
for the Lord to show me what he will
have me do for him., When I come to
mind say a prayer for me, please.'
--Sis. Doris Bowers, R. 2, Box 14,
Wyandotte, Okla, 74370,
=== =

""Glad to see you both at meeting.
encouraged to fight the battle on."

--Sis. Velda Ellis

== Qe =
Our sympathy is extended to Sis. Mar-
garet Fravel upon the death of her hus-
band, Bro. Charles Fravel of Spring-
field, Mo., Jan. 9. He was 91.
--0--

"Greetings in Jesus pre-
cious mname, our blessed Lord and
Savior. He is the one on whom we can
depend, no matter if it's day or night,
times of adversities or times of re-
joicing or in an hour of need. I thank
the Lordforall His many blessings and
help to us this year...please remem-
ber us in prayer.'--Sis. Lena Bowman

I'm

From Mo.:

; ] {
understand: |

From Colo.: "It is almost two years
since T was in Oklahoma and Joe and
Imogene never got out last summer.
They do most summers and I miss
Evelyn coming out to see us. I loved
her. But she is with our Lord...Ralph
needs our prayers. I love him and keep
praying forhim...ayearago 6th of Aug.

-Ifelland hurt my back...I could hardly

stand to be on my feet for months. I
started using my crutches, yet suffered
so much with my back, hip and right
leg. I started praying and kept up pray-
ing telling the Lord to give me more
faith, that I needed his help, as I could
hardly do my work in our apartment,
yvet it is small. He has helped me so
much. I can go to store for groceries
and domy work real well and I have not
used the crutches in some time now.
Almost all of the soreness is gone...
I am doing fine. Please pray with me
for loved ones that need the Lord."
-=-Vera M. Cater
—
MONTHLY MEETING
The first Friday night of each month,
there will be meeting in my home. All
are welcome, young and elder. If you
can'tcome pray for us to reach and help
the lost. --Sis. Doris Bowers
s
""And he spake a parable unto them to
this end, that men ought always to pray,
and not to faint;" Luke 18:1. And so
we pray for the afflicted ones, both
farand near. Many are passing through
the valley of the shadow of death. God
is still on the throne. May He speak
peace and victory to every heart.
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For some it will come true: "The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved.” Jer. 8:20. Let us hasten with
? the message which Jesus gave: "Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take

my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and
B~ lowlyinheart: and ye shall find rest unfo yoursouls." V“i‘i’i}?’?’
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