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“Think on These Things”

Radio Broadcast for January 6, 1985

Good morning, good morning, and a very happy new year to each and every

listener of the broadcast. We hope that you are well and enjoying the blessings

of the Liord and this year will be the happiest year of your life. Now, before we
think too much of the new year let us take another look at the old year:

MEMORIES

Let us forget the things that vexed
and tried us,

The worrying things that caused our
souls to fret;

The hopes that cherished long were
still denied us,

Liet us forget.

Let us forget the little slights that
'pained us,

The greater wrongs that wrinkled
sometimes get,

The pride with which some lofty ones
disdained us,

Liet us forget.

Let us forget our brother's faults
and failings,
The yielding to temptations that beset.
That he perchance though grief be
unavailing,
Cannot forget.

But blessings manifold past all
deserving,

Kind words and thoughtful deeds a
thoughtless throng,

The faults o'ercome, the rectitude
Unswerving,

Let us remember long.

The sacrifice of love, the generous
giving when friends were few,

The handclasps warm and strong,

The fragrance of each life of holy
living,

Let us remember long.

Whatever things were good and true
and gracious,

Whate'er of right has triumphed over
wrong,

What love of God or man has rendered
pPrecious,

Liet us remember long.

So, pondering well the lessons
it has taught us,
We tenderly may bid the year goodbye,
Holding in memory the good it
brought us,
Letting the evil die.

Andisn't thatthe way that it should be?
If we couldforget the things that caused
us problems and troubles and yet re-
member the good things that we
should, how much better off we'd be:
just as this scripture here in Phil. 4
and 8 tells us: 'Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things
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are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso-
ever things are of good report;if there
be any virtue, andif there be any praise,
think on these things."

Now, I am sure that if we would direct
our thoughts in this very positive man-
ner of thinking on the things that are
goodandlovely and holy, and the things
tha%t profit us, we would be so much
better off. You know the trouble today
is too many folks are thinking about
that injustice th3t some one did them,
thinking about how they failed some-
where and it gives them that negative
outlook onlife, whereas the Lord wants
us to know that there is victory for us.
We can be overcomers if we will stand
‘on his word and his promises. Oh,
there is victory for the people of God,
And I hope that this new year may be
your very best year that you have ever
lived and your spiritual victories will
be great. There is victory for you if
youwill countit so. Whatever may have
beenthe failings in the past, let us look
at this new year with vicfory.

Listen now to this scripture from Col,
chapter 1 and verse 13: "Who hath de-
‘livered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom
of his dear.Son:" I am confident that
there is more in this verse than I will
be able to tell you within the next few
minutes. But I am happy today for
Christ our deliverer. Before one can
experiencethe happiness of deliverance
they must first realize that they are
helplessandindarkness. And isn't that
true with somany of those living in this
modern age of ours? People talk about
liberty of conscience. They want to do
away with restraint placed on their lives
by God's word. They want to have
liberty todo as they please. But let me
show you something.

This scripture in 2 Peter, 2 chapter
and verse 19 says: "While they promise
them liberty, they themselves are the
servants of corruption: for of whom a
man is overcome, of the same is he
brought in bondage." Therefore, I say
ii 2 man is filled with hatred, envy,
malice, and wickedness he is in dark-
ness, and needs to be delivered. Our
text says, "Who hath delivered us from:
the power of darkness.'" Did you know
there is a power about evil which gets
hold of people? And they are not at
liberty to choose the way they would
like to go? They need to call on God
for help. '

I once heard about a man 2 good many
years ago who was given to the habit
of drinking and gambling. He would
go to town and sell his farm  produce
such as a bale of cotton and instead
of taking the money and buying gro-
ceries for the family and shoes for
the children, he would spend much of
it for whiskey and gambling. When he
came home and began to recover from
the effects of the alcohol, then he saw
how foolishly he had spent his money.
He would take his children up on his
knee and talk to them like this, "Well,
your old daddy isn't worth very much
today. He ought to be taken out and
shot." Yes, perhaps he would gain the
sympathy of the little boys and girls in
his home, but I want to tell you what
he needed was a Saviour. He needed
to be delivered from the power  of
drink. And instead of his children
seeing him come home drunk, they
would then see him walking uprightly
and spending his money for the things
which his family needed.

Do you know evil habits fasten them-~
selves toa person, and they are unable
to do the things that they would like to
do until they have been delivered?
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Just think of the prodigal son. He
had left home. He had spent his money
in riotous living. He had tried to have
a good tirhe, but he found himself at
last with his money gone. His clothes
were no doubt ragged, and he had no
shoes for his feet. He was hired by a
man of that country to feed swine or
that is hogs. No doubt, it took all of
this to cause him to come to himself,
but when he did, he began to think of
the good things in his father's house.
His father's servants had plenty to eat
and were well ‘cared for, and there he
was a son literally starving to death.
I believe he really wanted happiness,
but he had sought for it in the wrong
way.

Friends, there is a way out of your
darkness if you will accept it: It is
the humble lowly way of the cross. A
verse of song says, "If thou would'st
have the dear saviour from heaven
walk by thy side from the morn till the
evening, there is a rule that each day
you must follow, humble thyself to
walk with God.'" It goes on to say,
"Just as a stream finds a bed that is
low1y, so Jesus walks with the pure and
the holy. Cast out thy pride and in
heartfelt contrition, humble thyself to
walk with God." I want to tell you God
is able to deliver people.
only true in the spiritual but also in
the natural. Sometimes he answers
prayers even beyond our fondest expec-
tations.

Take for example Peter. When Peter
was bound in prison, and it had been
planned that the next day he should be
broughtforthand putto death, the angel
of the Lord came upon the scene that
night as he lay there sleeping between
two'’'soldiers. The angel awoke him,
led him forth from the prison, and the
iron gate which had been locked so

This is not

securely swung open of its own accord.
Peter marched forth that night to de-
liverance. The saints had been pray-
ing, but they were astonished when the
maidenwent to the door and came back
with the news that Peter was knocking
for admittance. Some wondered if he
had been killed and his spirit had then
returned. Others were unable to be-
lieve because it seemedimpossible, and
yet the maiden constantly affirmed that
it was Petey. And so it was. He was
delivered from prison.,

All of this came about through the
power of interceding prayer. Friends,
most of us have loved ones and rela-
tives who need our prayers today.
Some have children who are walking
the downward paths of sin to destruc-
tion. There is a deliverer who is able
to straighten out the kinks in their lives.
God is calling upon us to be the inter-
cessors, Let us be faithful even unto
death. Here is a poem. It says:

NEARER HOME

One sweetly solemn thought
Comes to me o'er and o'er:

I am nearer home today

Than I have ever been before.

Nearer the bound of life,

Where we lay our burdens down;
Nearer leaving the cross,
Nearer gaining the crown!

But lying darkly between,
Winding down through the night,
Is the silent unknown stream
That leads at last to the light.

Oh, if my mortal feet

Have almost gained the brink;
If it be I am nearer home
Even today than I think;
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Father, perfect my trust;
Let my spirit feel in death,
That her feet are firmly set
On the rock of a living Faith.

Let us pray: Our Father, weare indeed
glad that a way has been made for our
escape and deliverance even when we
were lost in sin and away from God.
For this we are thankful, Butfor those
who yet remain in sin, our hearts are
yearning for their deliverance. Awaken
them, and lead them to the light of the
gospel through Christ, and to thee we
will give the praise forever. Amen...

Now listen as we look forward to:
A NEW YEAR FOR GOD

New hopes are ours, another year
Has dawned upon our way.

The old year now has passed and gone,
We view a brighter day.

We give to God our thanks and praise,
And hearts of gratitude,

For He in mercy and in love

Has blessed our lives with good.

We cannot cease His praise to sing,

When we His love behold,

Which through the years has passed
and gone,

Has been more pure than gold.

The new year now is ours to claim,
And in Jehovah's might,

For Him we'll gather in the grain,
While yet we have the light.

The night shall come when none can
work,

And then 'twill be too late

To do the deed we should have done,

We have not time to wait.

This year 1s new, but soon, oh soon,
It will have fled away.

Ag other years it will have

Joined a past eternity.

S50 when this year shall cease to be,
May we our task have done,
That to God's army in this lana,
Some precious soul be won.

' -=Bro. Ulysses Phillips

Well, frierds, it's been good to be with
you. May this year be a happy year
in your life and a year of victory. Do
pray for us as we also pray for you.
Until we meet again this is Willie
Murphey sayving God bless and keep you
always and a very cheerful goodbye !

Testimonies

From Mo.: "Even though this year has
broughta few hardships and heartaches,
Ifeel the presence and love of our Lord
even more. He has given me and my
family goodhealthfor whichwe are very
thankful. The past week I suffered a
traumatic experience, butthe Lord was
with me. Iknow from experience that I
now have a 'new heart' and my old self
has died. My old self would have an-
gered and fought back in many ways;
but after the incident, I realized that
these thoughts never even occurred to
me! Praise the Lord! He is true to
His word. I hope both of you have had
a good year. I enjoy the Mission Trail
so very much and the pure truth.'
-=Joyce Hall
@ wo () e we
From Okla.: "Dear folks at Mission
Trail, Please accept this little gift and
keep my 'Mission Trail' coming. I
look forward to it each issue. I enjoy
reading it more all the time... Thank
you and I wish you a wonderful Christ-
mas and a healthy happy new year."
-=Lynnia B. Smith
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From Calif.: ".,. I thank the ILord
daily for His blessing, and giving us
plenty to eat and a good warm place to
live, when so many poor people are
starving in so rhany places. Above the
daily_ blessing, I thank Him so much
for giving me a praying mom and dad,
that taught us the true way, and they
lived it before us. I surely thank Him
for saving me, and that He keeps a de-
sireinmy heart to do Hi8 will and love
Him more all the time. My daily
prayer is, 'Deat Liord, help me to live
each day, where your approval will be
upon my life.' I want to keep a burden
for my brothers and sisters and be able
tohelp them prayfortheir needs. I ask
Him often to help me keep a real bur-
den for my unsaved loved ones and all
lost souls. I surely do love the Lord
and His dear children, and I'm very
much encouraged to fight the battle on
until the crown is won,"
~-=-Hazel Savage
o () o
From La.: '"As this Christmas season
approaches, we think how sad that the
celebration of our Lord's birth is
stompedin the dirt (so to speak) by the
world in general. We do so appreciate
salvationand what Christ's birth means
and want to please God in every way
we can. It takes denying self (what I
want and what I think), but look what
we receive in return~-riches for rags!
We trust God's richest blessings are
yours now and always."
--Gerald, Connie and Darin Flynn
CN o L
From Okla.: "I want to say thank you
for the beautiful calendar and how I
enjoy the Mission Trail paper and lis-
tening tothe broadcast over Coffeyville.
What an inspiration to me. How great
God-is' to help supply our need. En-
closed is a little offering. I still want
to be on your mailing list,"
--Mrs, J. C. Johnson

From Ore.: “Once again Ostis and
Evelyn Wilson send our greetings at this
holiday season and warmest wishes for
a very joyous Christmas and a very
happy and prosperous New Year to all
of our friends and loved ones out there
every where. It hardly seems possible.
but that time is here again. Firstofall
our hope and desire is that the peace
and joy sang out by the heavenly host
onthat night nearly two thousand years
ago may f{fill all of your hearts and
homes during this season of the year
whenwe commemorate that most mem-
orable event in human history when
Jesus, the Saviour of mankind, came
to earth to accomplish His great work
of redemption. But that same Christ
Christ who was born in that Bethlehem
stable so long ago lives today in the
hearts of all who believe in Him as
Saviour so that we may in His Name
announce the same glad tidings of joy
and peace to all believers in Him that
the angels announced to the shepherds
on that night of His birth,"

--Bro. Ostis and Sis. Evelyn Wilson

B LR
From Calif.: "Greetings in the Lord.
We do praise the Lord for His goodness
to us. Another year is nearly past and
so goes our life, We do want to spend
it to the glory of God. Only what's
done for Christ will last. We wanted
to let you know that we would like to
receive the Mission Trail. Thank the
Lordfor the testimonies andarticles of
encouragement through the printed

press...Pray for us,"
--Bro. and Sis. E. V. Davenport

@ e (e en
From Iil.: "I want to write and let you
know I look forward to the day Mission
Trail arrives. I sit down and read it
from covertocover. It doesn't seem it
has been 20 years...Thanks so much
for the calendar. God bless and keep
Yous.." -~Eleanor White
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220 North Secornd
Guthrie, UK 73044
December 6, 1984

Dear U. Willie,

A. Frances, & Mis. Trgil Readers,

Greetings to each of you in the name of Jesus. We
thank the Lord for the Word of God and the Holy Spirit.

discernment between right and wrong.

It is s wonderful

thing to understand the BIBLE and be free in the truth.

(John 8:32)

We have thought so much lately about the baby Christ

child and how that he grew up perfect and pure.

N0 One

ever found any fault in Jesus but at the age of 33 years,
he was judged and condemned by the inward sins of his

accusers. dJesus Christ's

perfection mirrcred their

imperfection so greatly that they desired his death.

Truly, He was a perfect,
His Heavenly Father.

supreme sacrifice unto God,

If Jesus gave his all--even His earthly life--
for us, then how can we hold back any sweet tidbit for

our own selves?

(Heb. 13:12)

Surely we do not want to

come up short before the throne of judgem ent.

Please continue to pray for us that we will have

spiritual wisdom in the future days szhead.

We love the

saints of God every where and encourage each of you to
press _forward in the name of the Lord! Amen!

Love and Prayers to All,

7 /
%amu v ézwm M

Dwarie and Connie Sorrell

From La.: "Dear ones, the calendar is
lovely. Thank you for it and the mes-
sage it carries for each month along
with the beautiful and tranquil pictures
which show the handiwork of a great
God! Thank Him for blessing vyou
through these20 years of sacrifice and
service. How He blesses me and keeps
me encouraged to press on and to try
to brighten the corner where He has
placed me! Trials come and go. We
read the word of God daily, but when
we are going through trials, we search
the scriptures for special comfort.

Here are some of the 'gems’ I have
found: Psa. 94:22 -- The Lord is my

defense. and my God is the rock of my
refuge. Nahum 1:7--The Lord is good,
a strong hold in the day of trouble; and
he knoweth them that trust inhim. He-
brews 13:5b-6-~- . . ., for he hath said,
Iwillneverleave thee, norforsake thee.
So that we may boldly say, The Lord
is my helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me. 2 Timothy 1l:7=--
For God hath not given us the spirit of
fear, but of power, and of love, and of
a sound mind. Psalm 91:15--He shall
call upon me, and I will answer him: I
will be with him in trouble; I will de-
liver him and honour him . . . With
sucha Godhow can we ever complain?"
~«8is. Audrey Henry
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Our hearts were saddened by the death
of Willard Esters of Jena, La. He died
in the early morning hours of Dec. 30
as the result of an autd accident. We
extend our sympathy to his wife, Sis,
Annie and their four daughers.,
LN T
Funeral for Roy Jennings was held in
the Guthrie Church of God chapel Dec.
31lst. He had lived in Guthrie for most
of his life and will be greatly missed.
He was so willing and ready to help
others. Remember in prayer his wife
Eldora as she is not well.
--o-—
From Mo.: "My dear husband passed
away Dec. 6th. As soon as I can I will
write the wonderful things the Lord has
done for us this past year. My husband
was ready to meet the Liord. Thank and
.praise the Lord. Yes, I want the Mis-
sion Trail. It has been such a blessing
tome...Your Sis. in Christ, "'
--8is. Lena Bowman
N
From Okla.: "Received your beautiful
calendar today. I am delighted with
the . beauty, the pictures, and the
scriptures that go with each month. ..
I for one want to thank you for your
labors of love in your work of faith in
Jesus name. Also thank you for the
Mission Trail. It is a real encouraging
friend ~- as it comes each month, I
dowant to keep my name on yovur mail-
inglist...Godblessandkeep you happy
on the holy way. I find, too, it is
blessed to serve Jesus and to do His
good will...In His glad service, "
--Sister Julia Llewellyn

From ILa.: ""Yes, we remember the
first radio broadcast of the "Mission
Trail’ we heard coming in loud and
clear, out of Mexico, back in the mid-
60's. What a 'thrill' it was to hear
your voice, Bro. Willie; andthe broad-
castandmessages were such a blessing
to us. Please keep the "Mission Trailf
coming. . ."
~=-Bro, Bob and Sis. Dorall Forbes
-—enn
From KS: "Greetings in Jesus precious
name and thaok you for the beautiful
calendar, and alsc the Mission Trail.
We need words of encouragement some-
times when things look dark. That is
when I remember our Lord works in
mysterious ways His wonders to per-
formandl get a feeling of peace when I
pray. I love the Lord and surely He
must love me." ~=Etta Martin
~=0= -
"Bro. Willie, keep the Mission Trail
blazing our way. The Lord has been
blessingus.''--Bro. Clarence Bennings
——o—-
Our heart-felt "thanks'' toallthe saints
and our friends who remembered us on
this 20th anniversary of the broadcast.
The ‘letters, cards and offerings have
encouraged us tc press on in the Mas~-
ter's service. It was wonderful to see
the saints coming in for the Assembly
meeting., What a privilege was ours to-
hear the singing and preaching of the
Word. Our sincere wish and prayer is
that God will bless each one as you fill
your post of duty and give you
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!
-=Willie and Frances
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For some it will come true: "The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved." Jer. 8:20. Let us hasten with
f the message which Jesus gave: "Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and
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